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 September Guest Speaker 
Francis Giacco

Since forever, Francis has always 
wanted to be an artist.  As a child 
he was always painting and 
drawing and when he finished 
his HSC he wanted to go to The 
National Art school but his par-
ents had other ideas for him.  

His father talked him into going to Uni and doing 
Architecture, which Francis described as a waste 
of 4 years, except for the numerous holidays 
which he put to good use by always painting and 
attending Life Drawing art classes at the National 
Art School and the Julian Ashton Art School.  
This is where he met his two famous and be-
loved mentors Brian Dunlop and David Wilson 
with whom he studied for the next 4 years.  
Brian invited Francis to his studio where he 
ended up working with him 3-4 days a week, 
learning all he could about watercolour.  Follow-
ing this Francis continued private painting study 
in oils  with David Wilson, again 3-4 days a week.  

During this time he closely copied his tutors’ style 
which really helped to hone his skills before de-
veloping his own style.  Francis was always 
drawn to the Renaissance Artists, especially 
Vermeer and he immersed himself in the study of 
their work.  It was through this study he realised 
that although their works were realist, they were 
also made-up (creating their own settings and 
colours etc).  This realisation opened the door to 
his creative freedom and set him on his own 
path.  He began to play with colours and abstrac-
tion in composition.  If he didn’t like the colour of 
something he would simply change it.  He likes 
setting up his models (many of whom are friends 
and family, especially his Grandmother, who 
appears regularly) with clothes and creating the 

interiors and surroundings and loves including 
musical instruments.  During the 1980’s Francis 
and his wife travelled to Europe and ended up in 
Vienna, staying next door to where Franz Schu-
bert (his favourite composer) was born.  They 
spent their days in the galleries, drawing copies 
of the Old Master’s.  

One day they were approached by a woman who 
was very impressed with their drawings.  She 
turned out to be Professor Maria Lassing from 
the University of Art and Architecture in Vienna 
and she invited them both to study there for the 
next year, which was a privilege they never 
dreamed of.  It was during that time he learned a 
lot by copying the Old Masters.   On their return 
to Australia, Francis approached many galleries 
but was consistently rejected, so he decided he 
would just paint what he had always wanted to – 
a large painting of a group of people.  He entered 
this work, “Homage to John Reichard”, in the 
1994 Archibald prize and won!  Life changed 
dramatically for Francis after that. It was like a 
double-edged sword, on one side, suddenly peo-
ple hated him and were highly critical of his work.  
He said it was like working in a battlefield.  Then 

on the other side, he had no problem having 
Exhibitions as Galleries were approaching him.  

He went on to have Exhibitions with Philip Bacon 
Gallery, Tim Olsen Gallery, Eva Breuer Art Dealer 
and numerous ongoing Portrait commissions.  
Francis loves to experiment and now does a lot 
of work with impasto using a palette knife.  He 
said it is important to vary your work so you don’t 
get pigeon-holed into one style, he then demon-
strated this by showing us some of his Still Lifes 
and his Cemetery series.   A fascination with light 
has always played a prominent role in his works 
and in his latest series he is working with frac-
tured light.  Seating his model next to beautifully 
carved timber screens with the golden afternoon 
light fracturing as it shines through creating 
amazing effects.  His warmth and humour also 
came shining through to the audience as we sat 
mesmerised by his incredible talent.  

Thank you Francis for your generosity in sharing 
your story. ( Linda Joyce)
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“He entered his work, “Homage to 
John Reichard”, in the 1994 Ar-
chibald prize and won!  Life changed 
dramatically for Francis after that..  “

 ‘Homage to John Reichard’ by Francis Giacco

 ‘Corner of the Studio’ by Francis Giacco
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MEMBERS 
NEWS

 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

New rates for 2012 are as follows:     
$60   Social membership 
$70   Exhibiting membership  
$30   Student social membership  
$35 Student exhibiting membership
$30 July-December Social member-
ship. Fees Due 1 January 2012

NEW SOCIAL MEMBERS
Welcome to our new social members:  
Cecily Hayes, Christopher Williams, 
Trish Piry, Elham Ahmadi,
Bruce Donnelley, Alison Gray, Marian 
Kyte, Michael Pellaers,
Daniel Hutchings, Sunghee Ahm, 
Helene Bonney, Keith Day.

We look forward to your participation in 
the Society’s activities. 

MEMBER’S NEWS

Congratulations to the following Artist 

Sadami Konchi 

Highly Commended in the Art Access 
Australia Art Comp 2011. 
for her work ‘Disability is Ability : Bound 
For Bright Future’

WHAT’S ON

"Fold with Love" Art Exhibition 

@ Sydney Children's Hospital, Rand-
wick  22 Sept - 25 Nov 2011

EVERT PLOEG 2DAY WORK-
SHOP
Evert Ploeg is having a 2 day week-end 
workshop on October 15 -16 in his 
Northern Beaches Studio.
This workshop whilst portrait in nature 
will also concentrate on the nude as a 
more involved study of flesh tones.
The time will be 10 – 4pm and the cost 
$330 including gst and model fee.
Call or email the studio to reserve, as 
there is only limited space.Further de-
tails and a full materials list available 
once booked. 02 9982 2620

THIRD EXHIBITION CANCELLED

Despite many alternative opportunities 
being investigated our third exhibition 
for the year has been cancelled. Over 
the past few years the third exhibition 
has been held at the at the Gordon 
Centre in an ever diminishing area to 
the extent that it is now unviable and 
was restricted to small works only. 

Last year we mounted the third exhibi-
tion at the new Top Ryde Shopping 
Centre with again disappointing results 
in these difficult times. 

NEW ONLINE WEB GALLERY 

Angus de Sails has recently published 
an online Art Gallery for Emerging and 
Established Artists 
(www.thecavewall.com.au) which may 
be of interest to members.  Since this 
website is very new, he is offering to-
tally FREE access for all exhibitors to a 
webpage in their name until next year 
(2012).  All they have to do is send 
digital photos of their artwork and he 
will crop all images for them.  This can 
be done either by Email or by conven-
tional mail with a CD.
Key features of the website are
Low Cost $30 per quarter or $100 per 
year.  No other charges such as com-
missions.
Simple All an Exhibitor needs are basic 
E-mail skills.  He does everything else.
Safe  There are no Credit Card pay-
ments.  Just a quarterly/annual invoice 
payable by Cheque or Bank Transfer.  
Only E-mail addresses are kept on the 
website (for buyers to contact the art-
ists)
Practical  Each artist has their own 
webpage with their preferred name.  
The Cave Wall can be their online port-
folio where Artists can exhibit as many 
works as they like.
Risk Free Payment required when work 
is approved.  He will build each exhibi-
tor’s gallery webpage with no financial 
obligation at all.
Please contact him by phone on     8005 
6205,   or Email:  
angus@thecavewall.com.au    OR   by 

Born in Melbourne, Australia, Ev's lifelong involvement with 
art is an integral part of her life.  Whether in her own unique 
work or as an art tutor or mentor a love of personal expres-
sion is evident in all she does.  Starting as a Secondary Art 
and Craft teacher, majoring in Printmaking, she is a full time 
artist with some specific teaching stints during the year.
Artistically, Ev's  work covers a variety of mediums mostly in 
the painting and printmaking areas.  She has an enduring 
fascination for Watercolour because of the capricious nature 
of this medium. 
Ev has won many prizes for her paintings and has had arti-
cles published in a variety of magazines, including Australian 
Artist & Art Streams. Consistently exhibiting over a period of 
almost thirty years her commitment and development is on 
going.  A participant in a variety of artistic circles, she has 
held roles from President down and is currently involved with 
the Artists Open Studios program in Nillumbik. 

Guest  Speaker

         for October      Ev Hales

!

!
Sheila White multi award winning colourist Margaret Fortey with landscapes on silk, Denny Hoffman, Jean 
Scott, Barbara Aubrey, Felicity O'Connor ‘Nuno Felted Wearable Art' by Cherry Steele
Demonstrations and talks each day at 2pm.Open 10am - 4pm      Entry by gold coin donation

The annual CASS Exhibition would be held in January at 
Darling Harbour, with entries closing in December. Forms will 
soon be available soon on their website 
www.combinedartsocieties.com.   The Society’s roster day is 
to be 28 January and all entrants would be expected to do a 
roster.   The CASS cottage in the Blue Mountains was also 
mentioned to be available for hire.

STUDIO VISITS A visit to the studio of renown oil painter 

Kasey Sealy in Berowra has been arranged on Sunday, 9 
October, at 2 pm ( Car Pool may be available )
Ring Val Bennett  9416 1327.  
Members have also indicated interest in a visit to printmaker 
Joseph Austin (josephart@printmaker.net) in November and 
details available next month

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & SUPPORT ROLES 2012   
The President requested that all members need to give con-

sideration now to fill positions in the new year and encour-
aged participation and involvement by all members. The 
President will step down at the next AGM Meeting in Febru-
ary as required after 3 years under our Constitution.
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 Judi Macaroon & Paul DelpratSue McKindlay, Robyne Berling  &                Paul DelpratMalcolm Carver & Paul Delprat

 Madeleine Szymanski & Paul Angela van Wyk Lee Sinha & Joan Irwin Robyn Bryson, Mayor Ian Cross

46th Annual Awards Exhibition

Niven RichardsOfficial Guests Bill Gomes

Yvonne & David Langdon (Bendigo)Grand Prize Yvonne LangshawLinda Butterfield Linda Butterfield & Mayor Ian Cross

Guest Speaker Paul Delprat
Sherna Kotwal ,& Mayor Ian Cross

Proudly sponsored by our many sponsors and particularly our major sponsors, Bendigo 
Bank ,The Gomes Family, Kuring-gai Council and the St Ives Shopping Village Centre

 Special thanks to Andy Sussman our official photographer for our Awards Exhibition



KAS Workshop Programme 2011 
Our Next Workshop
Tutor    Josefia Lemon
Subject    Watercolour 

Requirement List	 KAS  Website (Under Workshops)

Date 	 	 Saturday 15th October 9.30-3.30 
pm

Place 	  	 West Lindfield Community Hall, 

  40 Moore Ave., Lindfield West 2070  

Booking   Phone Louise Surmon Cost $54.00 

Download payment form from website.  Send form & 
cheque to Eric Kahn, PO Box 700, St. Ives.2075 by 25 Sep-
tember. As there are many waitlisted for this workshop 
payment must be received by Eric by the 25 September. 
Those registered to date but not paid for by that date will be 
replaced by persons on the waitlist upon payment.

KAC Diary for 2011
Weekend Art  
Classes @
Ku-ring-gai Art 
Centre  
Roseville
BOOKINGS
T 9424 0310  
E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre

Precious Metal Clay Jewellery 
Tutor: Kathryn Minutely                            
Course No: 132
Dates: Saturday 22 October (one-day )      Time: 
10am - 4.30pm
Fee: $90*

The Art of Watercolour 
Tutor: Malcolm Carver                             Course 
No: 133
Dates: Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 October (two-
day workshop)
Time: 10am - 4.30pm
Fee: $220

Drawing is the Key to Creativity - Exploring 
the Motif 
Course No: 134
Tutor: Mitzi Vardill
Dates: Saturday 29 October and Saturday 5 
November (two-day workshop)Time: 10-4.30pm  
Fee: $180

Traditional Etching Workshop 
Course No: 135
Tutor: Bernhardine Mueller
Dates: Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 November-
Time: 9.30am - 4pm   Fee $230 (incl materials)

Plein Air Painters of Australia  Venues 

         Treasurer’s Report
Presented by Eric Kahn at last General Meeting 

Cash Position 22/7/11
Cash book balance 13/5/11       $33,304.22

Add receipts to date                      $42,766.25
                                                     $76,070.47

Less payments to date                  $40,270.34 
                                                   $35,800.13

Bank Reconciliation 12/8/11
 

Balance as per bank statement    $41,141.14
Less unpresented cheques             5,341.01

Balance  $35,800.13

Please send Ku ring gai Arts Society news to
Linda Joyce, PO BOX 229 Turramurra 2074 

Email: lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au
Deadline for information to go in next 

Newsletter  Monday 3 October 2011

23 September

30 September

7 October

14 October

Turrimetta Beach - North End 199 F13 138 L13

Jamieson Park - Narrabeen Lake 228 G6 158 C7

Jamieson Park - Narrabeen Lake 228 G6 158 C7

Headland Park, Middle Head Rd, Mosman 317 G9 217 G9

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513   

Gregory's 2000   UBD 2000

Fully Booked

2012 Workshops
It is time to start planning next year's workshop programme.  Both Louise and Jean are step-
ping down as workshop co-ordinators so if you would like to take on the role, it would be a good 
time to become involved and take an active part in the planning of next year's programme. One 
benefit to being a Workshop coordinator is that you can attend the workshop free of charge in 
return for assisting on the day with morning tea and liaison with tutor and members. 

The last duties for Louise and Jean is to set the programme for 2013 so please email any pref-
erences or requests for particular workshops to either Jean or Louise. A very special thank you 
to both Jean and Louise for such a long standing commitment to our workshop programme.

Contacts        Jean Saliba 94992547 or jeansaliba@bigpond.com
    Louise Surmon  94025702 (evenings) or lousurmon@hotmail.com

Our Last Workshop
10th September 		 Peter Griffen	
	 Thankyou Peter, your enthusiasm,inspiration 
and passion was enjoyed by everyone and we are were 
very grateful for your energy and knowledge. 
Sadly a few people dropped out at the last minute yet 
fees are still payable. For those registered and who 
were unable to attend please forward your fee $54 to 
Eric Kahn as soon as possible.

Our November Workshop
5th November    		 Guy Troughton 	
	 	 Acrylics and Watercolour	
Guy, who was our guest artist in June generated much 
interest and has accepted our invitation to run a one 
day workshop. Guy has a remarkable technique and is 
also an an excellent tutor. 
Book now as there are only 2 places left 

mailto:artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre
http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre
mailto:lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au
mailto:lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jeansaliba@bigpond.com
mailto:jeansaliba@bigpond.com
mailto:lousurmon@hotmail.com
mailto:lousurmon@hotmail.com

