
 

 N E W S L E T T E R  February 2016 

Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
PO Box 229 TURRAMURRA 2074 Mobile 0419 983 917 www.ourkas.com.au 

Next General Meeting (AGM) 

Tuesday 1 March 2016 at 7.30pm 

Masonic Hall, Turramurra 

Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave 

Next Committee Meeting 

Monday 29 February 2016 at 7.30pm 

Ku-ring-gai Town Hall, Pymble 

President  Malcolm Carver 

0412 329 987  mcarver@me.com  

Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson 

0400 119 211  jan.hj@iinet.net.au 

Treasurer  Caroline Oesterheld 

Patrons 

Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart 

Guest Speaker February      John Perkins  Oil Painting 
 

Please send all notices, news, 
photos, PDF’s of exhibitions etc 
for possible inclusion in 
newsletters to Linda Butterfield 
now (instead of Linda Joyce). See 
details bottom of last page of this 
and future newsletters. 
ALSO  Please refer any Society 
queries/requests/notifications to 
Secretary, Jan Harrington-
Johnson, email address above. 

Our guest speaker, John Perkins, hopped straight into his demonstration – painting a lobster 
boat on the Tamar river. Whilst holidaying in Launceston he was at a café and noticed the boat 
on the river and the changing light. To everyone’s amusement in the café he jumped up every 
few minutes from his coffee to take another photo.   

John, President of the Royal Art Society, works as a signwriter during the day – one of the few 
to do gold leaf lettering. He thus mostly paints in the evenings in his studio. He normally takes 
about two sittings from go to whoa for an oil painting. 

He suggests doing some sketches on location but not many, and using some photos. “With 
experience you learn to paint it in the studio”. He likes to have a photo which is in the same 
proportion as the canvas, (not the same size) and he holds the photo in his hand whilst 
wielding the brushes in his other hand. 

With boats John takes some care over his initial drawing. “I am a bit of a fanatic to get boats 
right, not floating out of the water. I know bugger all about boats, but I love copying and 
painting them”. 

As a first step he advises: “Try to loosen up a bit. Cover the blank canvas. I use a little bit of 
turps, ultramarine blue and burnt sienna, sometimes adding a bit of permanent rose. Mix up a 
reasonably dark colour and start to draw, painting wet into wet. “Even though you have the 
drawing there you are still drawing right up to the last brush stroke. That’s the fun of painting”. 

“ I prefer never to mix enough paint. I come back and mix more and that gives more variety”. 

After doing the sky he starts putting in the dark areas of tone. “To make things stand out you 
have to make things darker. Soften edges but don’t blend. Always get rid of hard lines in the 
early stages. “It’s very important to get the tone dead right otherwise the whole painting doesn’t 
work.” He doesn’t use white in the early stages – “If it gets into darks you have strife.” 

John likes to work quickly initially, then he changes his glasses so he can see, and slows down 
for the more detailed work. 

 “Avoid things falling out of the painting. Anything too near the edges draws you to them so be 
careful of them. Any lettering, like the name of the boat, should be just unreadable so as not to 
pull the eye straight to it. Try to keep the eye across the whole painting using tone”. 

A few dashes created small yachts in the background and the houses on the hills in the 
distances (“just put in a few…dots and dashes make a heck of a difference in things.”) 

The mast and ropes were done masterfully with a single brush stroke. (In the studio he uses a 
resting stick) and a few seagulls added. (He loves Edward Seago’s seagulls.) 

The fun part at the end – clean the brush out then add a few turquoise dots, then jump into the 
red – a few red houses or something red on the boat looks good.” 

It was terrific to watch such a skilled artist at work. Thank you John. 

http://www.ourkas.com.au
mailto:mcarver@me.com
mailto:mcarver@me.com
mailto:jan.hj@iinet.net.au
mailto:aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
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Guest  Art ist  

M a r c h  
Michael Herron 

Drawing  

Michael Herron currently resides in the 
Blue Mountains and has been painting and 
drawing for 30 years and teaching for last 
20. At the age of 22, after studying for 5 
years at both Meadowbank TAFE ’84-’85 
and City Art Institute (now COFA) ’86-’88, 
he won The Sydney Morning Herald 
Travelling Art Scholarship in 1988 and - 
combined with the Dyson Bequest from 
the Art Gallery of NSW - stayed in the 
Mora Dyring Studio at the Cite 
Internationale des Artes in Paris and 
travelled for 2 and a half years in Asia, 
Europe and America. 

On returning to Australia, Michael was 
involved in a number of solo and group 
shows, including a solo show at first draft 
in 1997, before once again travelling in 
Asia and Europe for 18 months. 

In 2010 Michael was invited to Exhibit in 
Kedumba Drawing Award and in 2011 he 
was involved in the Taronga Zoo Artist in 
residence program. In 2014 he was 
included in the Rick Amor drawing prize in 
Ballarat and he has been has been hung 
for the last 3 years in the NSW Parliament 
Plein Air Painting Prize. 

Recently his works have been based on 
en plein air painting of the landscape, the 
sense of space and abstraction in the 
Flinders ranges, which has been charged 
with his previous focus on gardens and 
landscape gardening and much smaller 
spaces, often like Edna Walling or 
Capability Brown. 

There have been numerous artist trips to 
the Flinders Ranges, Cooma, Rylstone 
and the north coast of NSW. 

Michael has taught and run workshops 
and classes at numerous schools, 
community art centres and art societies 
and has  guest lectured at COFA and 
TAFE. Most recently convening a 3 tutor  
3 day workshop at Cockatoo island in 
Sydney harbour. 

http://www.michaelherron.com.au 

M E M B ER S N E W S  

Website 

Click on the Gallery 

tab to view members’ 

work currently 

showing and see 

instructions for adding 

your own artwork. 

www.ourkas.com.au 

MINIATURES 

The President and Exhibition Committee 
would like to remind artists and confirm the 
criteria for the exhibition category 
Miniatures that follow that set by The 
Australian Society of Miniature Art (NSW): 

 the image in miniatures must not 

exceed 40cm perimeter in size 

 if the mat had been worked on this must 

be included in the measurements 

 the outside measurement of the frame 

must not exceed 122cm perimeter 

 for portraiture the head should be no 

larger than 3.8cm from chin to crown 

 the work should reflect the 'spirit of 

miniaturisation', i.e. not be life-size 
flowers or insects. 

 

Next Guest Speaker 

5 April  Adrian Lockhart – Printmaking 

Membership Renewal 

Members are reminded to pay their 
membership subscriptions to the Treasurer if 
they have not yet done so. 

Resignations 

The resignations of Elizabeth McGrath, Irene 
Barnes and Ella Klug were accepted with 
regret. 

Exhibiting Membership Intake 

All Social Members who wish to apply for 
Exhibiting Membership should go to our 
website and please read all the conditions 
carefully. 

http://ourkas.com.au/membership/
exhibiting-membership-application/ 

Next intake is: 22 April, 8.30am-12 noon at 
the Turramurra Masonic Hall. Then 5 August 

COMMITTEE & SUPPORT 

POSITIONS FOR 2016 

The March meeting is our Annual General 
Meeting. Most roles have members offering 
to be nominated. The President requests a 
member to offer to serve as a second Vice 
President and for general support at the 
Annual General Meeting.  

We would like to give huge thanks to Bruce 
Donnelley who has volunteered to serve as 
Property Manager and Bill Filson as 
Assistant Property Manager in 2016. 

We would also like to offer thanks to Drini 
Quin for kindly offering to be Supper 
Coordinator for 2016. 

It was also raised at the December meeting 
that our lovely Publicity Officer, Jo Macree, 
and Newsletter Editor, Linda Joyce, have 
had to resign their positions due to family 
and health reasons. Thank you ladies for 
your years of wonderful service to  
Ku-ring-gai Art Society. 

Linda Butterfield will handle all the 
Newsletter content now so please send her 
all your notices, info and prize winning 
news, plus photo if you have one, for 
possible inclusion in the monthly newsletter. 
Details are on the last page. What we do 
need is someone or a small group of 
people willing to attend the monthly 
meetings between them, take notes during 
the guest demonstration or presentation 
and write up a piece to go on the front page 
of the newsletter (refer to this and past ones 
as samples). Please contact Charmaine: 

charmaine@charmaineart.com 

Malcolm Carver announced that a 
total of 174 paintings had been sold 
at the three exhibitions during 2015  
for a total price of just under 
$100,000… a very successful year!!! 

Important Note: 

No changes to details eg. Title, price, 
will be accepted after entry forms 
have been received or at Intake desks 
as labels will have been printed. 
Please read carefully the instructions 
regarding presentation of works that 
are on the ‘Conditions of Entry’ form. 
Please ensure glass is clean and 
backs of works are professionally 
finished with any screw heads 
covered in tape to prevent damage to 
other works. Also, Title, Medium, Price 
and Artist’s Name are on the back and 
same as on entry form submitted. 

Exhibition Committee 

Autumn Exhibition 

7 - 20 March 2016 

Intake 6 March 

4pm - 5.30pm 

Wine & Cheese Evening  

10 March 2016 from 6pm 

Collection 20 March 

5pm - 6pm 

http://www.michaelherron.com.au
http://www.ourkas.com.au
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/exhibiting-membership-application/
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/exhibiting-membership-application/
mailto:charmaine@charmaineart.com
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CASS Report 

THE 26th Annual CASS ‘ART OF 
SYDNEY’ AWARDS Exhibition 

was held in The Terrace Room at The 
Australian National Maritime Museum,  
Darling Harbour on Australia Day 
Weekend 23 to 27 January, 2016 

Combined Art Societies of Sydney Vice 
President, Shirley Hagarty commented 
that the Ku-Ring-Gai artists’ contribution 
was wonderful and really helped make the 
26th Art of Sydney Awards exhibition a 
great success. Shirley also wanted to 
especially thank Bryan Freer for his hard 
work in on the set-up day at Darling 
Harbour, when he managed to get all the 
stands erected and the lighting working in 
record time. 11 Ku-Ring-Gai Art Society 
artists exhibited artwork this year. The 
2016 Art of Sydney Judge was Alan 

Somerville and 2 
KAS artists received 
Awards.  

Madeleine  

Szymanski 

Highly Commended – 
‘The Girls’: Section 5: 
Best 9” x 5” painting  
(left) 

OPPORTUNITIES WEDNESDAY SKETCH 

GROUP 

We are hoping artists will be interested in 
providing a painting, drawing or photograph 
as a donation to the Cancer Council.  

The Breakthrough Art Festival, a new 
Cancer Council event, will showcase artists 
while raising funds for cancer research and 
support services. 

They need 1000 artists whose work will be 
offered for sale during the festival week at a 
flat rate of $150. All proceeds will go directly 
to Cancer Council. 

The Theme is based on ‘Hope’ and all 
artwork/photographs will be 30cm x 30cm 
square. Canvases will be provided for you. 

Please let me know if you would like to be 
involved in this terrific exhibition and I will fill 
you in with further details. 

Diane Geach: chat2di@gmail.com 

https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/current-
students/jobs-opportunities/breakthrough-art
-festival-2016 

 

Email: combinedsocieties@yahoo.com.au 

Websites:http:www.cassartdirect.com.au 
http://www.combinedartsocieties.com 

GOLDEN JUBILEE BOOK 

Books are available at a cost of $55 each, 
with $16 extra if postage is required, and 
can be purchased at General meetings or 
by ordering online. Details are available on 
the website. 

Wednesday Sketch Group 

If you would like to improve your drawing 
skills why not join our friendly Group. We 
meet every Wednesday morning to master 
the human figure. 

Ring Rowena Monty 99582596 for further 
details. 

Tony Belobrajdic was also a Finalist – 
but entered under another art society.  

Madeleine  
Szymanski 
Highly Commended – 
‘Spring Song’: Section 
3: Drawing and Mixed 
Media (right) 

Dee Jackson 
Commended – 
‘Equus’: Section 2: 
Water Medium
(below) 

Kasey Sealy Italy Workshop 2016 

Based in the beautiful village of Lucignano, 
Tuscany. Runs from 11- 25 September, 
2016. Tuition and tour guiding costs $1200. 
Accommodation organised in village to your 
requirements. Lots of nice restaurants, cafes, 
and bars. Day trips will be organised to 
Cortona and Florence, including a Tuscan 
wine tour. Transfers from Rome airport can 
be arranged. For more details see website: 

http://www.kaseysealy.com.au/
tutorials.html 

Or Email Kasey: kasey@kaseysealy.com.au  

Commission Opportunity 

An enquiry came by email asking if any of 
our members would be interested in 
painting a watercolour of a house in 
Lindfield to be given by him as a wedding 
gift. If you are interested, please contact 
Adam Switzer:  adam@switza.net 

Paint Away Norah Head 

Paintaway planned for Norah Head where 
local artist Noeline Millar, will show us 
some of her favourite painting spots. 

Date: Monday 9 May to Saturday 
morning 13 May 

Accommodation is available at Norah Head 
Holiday Park. For bookings and costs of 
types of cabins phone: 1800 241 342 or 
0243 963 935. Have a look on their 
website: http://www.norahheadhp.com.au 

For further information call Baith 
on  9498  3359  

mailto:chat2di@gmail.com
https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/current-students/jobs-opportunities/breakthrough-art-festival-2016
http://edu.au/current-students/jobs-
http://edu.au/current-students/jobs-
mailto:combinedsocieties@yahoo.com.au
http:www.cassartdirect.com.au
http://www.combinedartsocieties.com
http://www.kaseysealy.com.au/tutorials.html
http://www.kaseysealy.com.au/tutorials.html
mailto:kasey@kaseysealy.com.au
mailto:adam@switza.net
http://www.norahheadhp.com.au


 

 

Treasurer’s 

Report 

Financial Statement 

1/01/2015 to 31/12/2015 

Please send Ku-ring-gai Art Society  

news to: 

Linda Butterfield 

Email: mhlmbut@ bigpond.net.au 

Deadline for information for next  

newsletter 

Friday 4 March 2016 

 

 

Plein Air Painters of Australia Venues Gregory’s 2000 UBD  2000 

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513 Founder: Allan Waite FRAS AWI 
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Our KAS Workshops 2016     

Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au 

Workshop Coordinator: Thomi  0408 891 702  thomasin@bigpond.net.au 

 Exhibition Receipts $ 118,412 

 Exhibition Payments $ - 119,152 

 Net Exhibition Receipts $ 740 

 

 Workshop Receipts $ 8,821 

 Workshop Payments $ - 7,763 

 Net Workshop Receipts $ 1,058 

 

Anniversary Book Receipts $ 15,266 
 $ -17,484 

  $ - 2,218 

 Membership Fees, 

 Donations,etc $ 17,273 

 Other Payments: Guest 
 speakers, newsletters, 
 postage,etc $ -18,872 

  $ -1,599
 Write down from 
 Sale of Screens $ -2,955 
 Interest Receipts $ 4,082 

 Net Receipts & Payments $ -2,373 

 

Ku-ring-gai Art Centre 

Art Classes 2016 

Semester 1 brochure available  
on website (link below) 

BOOKINGS 

T 9424 0310 

E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au 

W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre 

Caroline reported that the Society had 
made a small loss of $750 on exhibitions 
for the year, but that the Awards prize 
money doubled from $8,350 last year to 
$16,715 this year with additional 
expense of catering. She stated that 
overall there was a small loss which 
included the write down on the sale of 
screens - sold for $12,000 during the 
year. With the Anniversary Book fully 
paid for she concluded the Society was 
starting the year in an excellent financial 
position. 

Acrylics 

Mellissa has been working as a professional artist since 
moving to Sydney in 1999. She is recipient of awards and a 
finalist in many prestigious shows and is a successful 
exhibitor in galleries and shows around Australia and over-
seas. A painter of lively impressionistic works in a signature 
style, Mellissa is an enthusiastic tutor who is passionate 
about inspiring creativity and excellence in her students. 

Mellissa is keen to help you be able to find your own style 
and will encourage you to paint bolder, and brighter. The 
local landscape in acrylic will be demonstrated, but  students 
are welcome to bring their own pieces or photographs that 
that personally inspire. Bright colours, big brushstrokes, 
vibrant and fun. From beginners to more advanced artists. 
Bright colours, big brushstrokes, vibrant and fun. From 
beginners to more advanced artists. 

 www.readdevine.com  

Melissa Read-Devine  
Saturday 5th March 2016 

Waterlilies in Watercolour 

With step-by-step tuition and guided hands-on learning we 
will look at practical approaches and strategies to paint 
waterlilies, and refine your techniques for watercolour in 
general. We will explore essential techniques for 
transparent watercolour such as working with washes, the 
more complex process of glazing (or layers of wash) and 
the intricate art of dry brushing to a selection of beautiful 
water lily elements. This is a wonderful chance to 
understand this beautiful medium.  http://heidiwillis.com.au 

Heidi Willis Workshop 
Saturday 13th February 2016 

Future Workshops for 2016 

14 May - Michael Herron - drawing/mixed media  

12-Feb-16 Little Manly Point Reserve - Stuart St 288 H14 198 C14 

19-Feb-16 Little Manly Point Reserve - Stuart St 288 H14 198 C14 

26-Feb-16 Fisherman's Beach,  Anzac Avenue, Collaroy 229 E15 158 J15 

4-Mar-16 Collaroy Basin, Florence St, Collaroy 229 D14 158 J14 

11-Mar-16 Clontarf Reserve, Holmes Ave 287 E14 197 E14 

David Wells 
Saturday 5th April 2016 

Pastels 

David Wells was born into an artistic family, but didn’t start 
painting until he was 26 years old and he hasn’t wasted 
anytime since then! He has exhibited extensively and his 
work has been regularly published in international journals 
and  featured on the cover of both “The Artists Magazine” 
and “The Pastel Journal.” He was a finalist in the Black 
Swan prize for portraiture.  
David will demonstrate the techniques he uses and show 
us how to use pastels to create stunning, modern works of 
art. David’s relaxed yet highly informative teaching style 
has made him a popular tutor. His passion for art and 
especially pastels is matched by his extraordinary talent, 
which he is more than happy to share with anyone willing to 
be taught. 

The Treasurer reported that the accounts 
were currently with auditors, and 
explained that though it was no longer 
essential to have them audited under the 
changed Constitution of the Society, it 
was considered prudent to continue the 
practice.  

mailto:mhlmbut@bigpond.net.au
http://www.ourkas.com.au
mailto:thomasin@bigpond.net.au
http://www.artscene.com.au
http://www.artscene.com.au
mailto:artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
file:///C:/Users/Linda/Documents/Custom Office Templates
http://www.readdevine.com
http://heidiwillis.com.au

