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NEWSLETTER

Ku-ring-gai Art Society
PO Box 229 TURRAMURRA 2074

www.ourkas.com.au

Mobile 0419 983 917

Next General Meeting
Tuesday 3 February 2015 at 7.30pm
Masonic Hall, Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave
Next Committee Meeting
Monday 2 February 2015 at 7.30pm
Ku-ring-gai Town Hall, Pymble

President Malcolm Carver
0412 329 987 mcarver@me.com
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson
0400 119 211 jan.hj@iinet.net.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld
0438 887 202
Patrons
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart

Guest Speaker December

Patrick Carroll

Artist & Entertainer

With bated breath we awaited our Mystery Guest, but no-one could have
anticipated the stunning entrance of ELVIS (aka renowned artist Patrick
Carroll). Dressed in his famous Las Vegas “bling” Elvis gave us a show we
will never forget! Starting with “Heartbreak Hotel” he performed a
number of his most memorable hits, hyphenated by quirky tales and
humorous anecdotes. It was an evening full of laughter and song and to
Patrick we would like to say, in the words of the King himself - “THANK
YOU VERY MUCH!”

Photos from the December meeting
Christmas Party
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Guest Artist

MEMBERS NEWS

F e b r u a r y
Jody Graham
Jody Graham is a
Sydney-based artist
whose work encompasses drawing, mixed
media, sculpture and
installation. Jody is
known for her bold,
expressive urban landscapes, exploring
themes of impermanence, loss and erasure and “documenting
what’s happening before our eyes.”
At the core of Jody’s practice is drawing.
She enjoys the directness of plein air
sketching on site as the basis for larger
works back in the studio and loves to
make candid pen studies of people in
public places. “Drawing encourages me to
keep looking, searching, and to really see
things.” Selection for the Kedumba
Drawing Collection by John Olsen in 2003
and by Jenny Sages in 2008 proved a
turning point in her practice. Solo
exhibitions in 2011 and 2013 focused on
urban and industrial landscapes with
recent works becoming larger, starker and
more abstract. An installation inspired by
her visit to a South African township won
the Blacktown City Art Prize (2013) for
sculpture while her African Animal Studies
was winner of the drawing award for the
Waverley Art Prize (2014).
She has recently moved into a larger
studio space in St Peters and is excited by
her latest project that will push her practice
into new territory.

URGENT!

Website
Members will now see
there are helpful hints
for those wishing to
put up their own art
on the KAS website.
www.ourkas.com.au

It would be great to see some
more members’ work represented
Membership
You will have received an email recently
announcing that 2015 Membership fees are
due as of 1 January. Membership can be
renewed online through our website
www.ourkas.com.au and choosing Online
membership Renewal from the drop down
menu under “Membership”. This will direct
you to the secure PayPal site for payment.

The Society is urgently seeking
someone to take over the role of
Membership Secretary. This could be
a position for 2015, or as a 5 month
stop-gap while the current secretary is
away.
It is an enjoyable job, and one which
anyone who has e-mail access and a
computer/printer could fulfil.
Please consider if you could take on
the position!
Contact Wendy Verco on 9449 2847 or
0410 504 104.

Renewals can also be made by direct deposit
to our bank account: Ku-ring-gai Art Society
BSB: 062 173 Account 00902044. In the
Reference area please enter Membership
and your Surname.
For renewals by cheque, please complete the
attached form and mail with your cheque to
the Society’s PO Box address. This form is
also available on our website.
Membership fees for 2015 have remained the
same:
Exhibiting Membership
Social Membership
Student Social Membership
(17 to 30 years)
Exhibiting Student Membership
(17 to 30 years)

$70
$60
$30
$35

We urge all members to encourage friends
and fellow artists, particularly younger artists,
to join our active and vigorous Society.

Facebook Page
We encourage all members to go to our page
and “like it”
https://www.facebook.com/ourkassociety

Library

Above: ‘Sentinel’ Winner Works on Paper 2014 Blacktown City Art Prize
Below: ‘African Animal Studies’ Winner Drawing 2014 Waverley Art Prize

New Membership Secretary

A kind donation of books to the library has
been made by Gwen and John Cordner, and
the Society is grateful. Some of the books
were duplicates of books already in the library
and members wishing to purchase any of
these can make a donation to Lifeline.

Wednesday Sketch Group
Headlines on page 5 of the Weekend
Australian last November read ‘Lost Art’ Lamented As Drawing Goes
Belly Up. The same sentiment was
expressed by John McDonald in the SMH.
Drawing is a vital skill for both traditional
and modern painters.
Join the Sketch Group and keep your
drawing skills up to scratch. If you can
draw the human form you can draw
anything - it just requires practice in both
observation and application.
We meet every Wednesday at the Girl
Guide Hall Gordon at 9.30am.
Contact Rowena Monty on 99582596

New Exhibiting Members
Selection for New Exhibiting Members:
Friday 27th March 8.30am to 12.30pm
Friday 7th August 8.30am to 12.30pm
Details of delivery and time of collection
of works on KAS website.

New Social Members
We are pleased to welcome Richard Roe,
Khing Sin McCotter and Michael Fish into
the Society and we look forward to their
participation in the Society’s activities.

Resignations
The resignations of June (Cynthia M)
Harrison and Val Evans were received
with regret.
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16 March - 29 March 2015
Entries due by Monday 23 Feb

Intake Sunday 15 March
Wine and Cheese Evening

Thursday 19 March
6pm - 8pm (to be confirmed)
From the Selection Team
Regarding artworks presented for
exhibitions:
 Signatures are often too prominent and
detract from a great work.
 Frames must be art frames to ensure
quality is maintained.
 Backs of works must be neatly taped
and labels must be of a professional
standard.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the KAS members who
won the following prizes at the CASS 25th
Art of Sydney Awards Exhibition 2015:

Madeleine Szymanski
Winner in Miniatures for
‘French Bread’ (left) and
Highly Commended in
Mixed Media for
‘Sisters’ (right)
Dee Jackson Highly
Commended in Water
Medium for ‘Celeste’

Susanna Chen Chow
Highly Commended in
Drawing & Mixed Media
for ‘Family Outing-Middle
Harbour’
Susanna Chen Chow
Commended in
Abstract for ‘Colours of
my Day’

Tony
Belobrajdic
Commended in
Water Medium
for ‘Port Kembla’

50

BOOK

Autumn
Exhibition

GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

AUTUMN EXHIBITION

In March 1965 a group of twelve artists met
in Asquith to discuss forming a Society of
like minded people to represent the upper
North Shore area. At a second meeting in
Fox Valley Way, Grace Middlemass was
elected President and her husband Roy was
elected Secretary. The Society was called
The Upper North Shore Art Society and the
annual subscription was $2 with a hanging
fee of 50cents charged for each painting.
Five percent of all sales were kept as
proceeds for charity.
On December 4, 1965 the newly formed
Society held their first exhibition in the large
garden behind the Potter’s Cottage at 12
Stanley Street St Ives. There was not room
on the screens for all the paintings so some
were hung on the fences surrounding the
property. By 1966 there were 47 members.
Fifty years later and we now have 300
members, 200 being exhibiting members,
and we are still exhibiting in St Ives.
In 1965 society was vastly different and a
book depicting these changes and the
journey the Ku-ring-gai Art Society has
taken over the last fifty years has now been
documented. What an interesting tale it is!
This book on the history of the Society will
be launched on 24th July 2015 at the Golden
Jubilee Awards Exhibition.
With the generosity of two of our long
standing members, Sandra Cadwallader
and the late Mary Wood, it was possible to
upgrade from a soft cover to a hard cover
book which entails printing overseas. Kuring-gai Council have also given us a grant
towards the production of this book for
which we are most grateful.
At the moment the manuscript is being proof
read and will eventually be sent overseas
for printing.
The project was first put before the
committee three years ago and we are
nearing the end of a very busy but exciting
time.
Rowena Monty

OPPORTUNITY FOR ARTISTS
The Living Room Café (a sponsor of KAS)
in the St Ives Village Shopping Centre is
seeking artists to exhibit works in the Café.
The works may be for sale. Those wishing
to take up this opportunity please contact:
Nick Panousos on 0414 244 764.

CASS Report
CASS 25th Art of Sydney 2015
Awards Exhibition - Australia Day
Weekend Jan 22- 26 2015
The Terrace Room at the National
Maritime Museum, 2 Murray St,
Darling Harbour
10 Ku-ring-gai Art Society members
entered and all 10 have been selected for
the exhibition: Tony Belobrajdic, Susanna
Chen Chow, Vivien Christian, Bill Filson,
Bryan Freer, Dee Jackson, Suzanne Lane,
Annette McCrossin, Jennifer O’Young and
Madeleine Szymanski. Thanks to Jennifer
O’Young, Bryan Freer, Annette McCrossin
and Dee Jackson for volunteering their
time on the Intake weekend of 3/4 Jan.
5 KAS members are award winners
or finalists (see 1st column this page
under ‘Congratulations)
CASS turns 25 in 2015 - Yes, CASS is
gearing up to celebrate its Quarter Century
So next year in 2015 CASS is proud to
offer a new workshop event ’Art at the Top’
May 29, 30 & 31 2015
Where: The Tops Conference Centre,
51 Bendena Garden, Stanwell Tops NSW
www.thetops.com.au/interactive-map

‘CASS Cottage’ Kandos available holiday
accommodation for 6 to 7 people for $600
per week.
Check website for all CASS details:
http://www.combinedartsocieties.com

4

Treasurer’s
Report

Our KAS Workshops 2015
Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au
Workshop Coordinator: Thomasin (Thomi) 0408 891 702 thomasin@bigpond.net.au
Charmaine thanks Anne Carpenter for offering to assist with the workshops

Guy Troughton Workshop Report
Held Saturday 15th November 2014
Painting Birds in the Landscape
Our last workshop of the year saw us all painting birds with
Guy Troughton. After watching Guy paint a willy wagtail, we
had a go. Starting with the eyes and beak, we blocked in
the basic colour and then built up tonality, sometimes splaying the brush to define the feathers. The background was
kept loose. The standard of work was fantastic. Guy said
the work produced was the best he had seen from a birds
workshop! Well done everyone! www.guytroughton.com

Patrick Shirvington Workshop

Profit & Loss Statement
01/01/14 to 13/11/14
Exhibition Income $
Exhibition Expenses $
Net Exhibition Income $

113,148
-95,521
17,627

Workshop Income $
Workshop Expenses $
$

7,292
-6,630
662

Membership Fees,
Donations, etc $
Expenses: Guest
speakers, newsletters,
postage, etc $
$

-30,017
-6,358

Interest Income $
Net Profit/Loss $

2,993
14,924

23,659

Saturday 14th February 2015
Drawing the Australian Bush
Patrick spends all his time in the bush, which is the heart of
his inspiration. Instead of the usual artists equipment Patrick
uses whatever he finds in the bush and what he calls the
essential “Artist’s Tape” – toilet paper. Instead of paint he
again uses things he finds, charcoal from burnt trees, sandstone rock, pencil shavings etc which he grinds up in mortar
and pestle, using a Liquitex matte medium to bind them
together. The workshop will focus on drawing as a means of
documenting, observing and add another dimension to all
other art mediums. We will be looking at the shape and form
of objects and how they relate to their surrounds by looking
at man made shapes and natural forms.
www.artistpatrickshirvington.net

The 2013 audited accounts were
emailed to members recently. If you
did not see your copy, contact
Caroline if you would like to be sent
another copy.
Payments can be made to the Society
at any time by post, direct deposit or
online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society
BSB: 062 173 Account: 00902044
Please also email Caroline advising of
your remittance
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au

Graham Marchant Workshop
Saturday 14th March 2015
Florals - all media
The workshop will centre around still life, including patterned fabric and flowers. Participants will make their own table
top arrangement from their own chosen objects. The focus
will be on composition, tonal arrangement and an emphasis
on glazing in order to create luminous shadows and the
illusion of folds in fabric.
Graham will give demonstrations in both watercolour and
oils throughout the day. Participants can choose whatever
medium they wish to work in.
www.grahammarchant.com.au

Art Classes 2015
Semester 1 brochure
available on website
(link below)
BOOKINGS
T 9424 0310
E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au

Future Workshops for 2014

www.artscene.com.

Ku-ring-gai Art Centre

W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre

18 April - Patrick Carrol Oils/Acrylics
23 May - John Haycraft Watercolour
13 June - Jody Graham Drawing

Plein Air Painters of Australia Venues

Gregory’s 2000

UBD 2000

Please send Ku-ring-gai Art Society
news to:

16-Jan-15

Collaroy Plateau, Edgecliffe Bvd & Aubreen St

228 K9

158 E9

Linda Joyce, c/o Ku-ring-gai Art Society
PO Box 229 Turramurra 2074

23-Jan-15

Collaroy Plateau, Edgecliffe Bvd & Essilia St

228 J9

158 D9

Email: lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au

30-Jan-15

Deep Creek Reserve, Wakehurst Parkway

228 C3

157 N3

06-Feb-15

Middle Creek Reserve, Wakehurst Parkway

228 A6

157 L6

Deadline for information for next
newsletter
Friday 6 February 2015

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513 Founder: Allan Waite FRAS AWI

