
 

 N E W S L E T T E R  November 2016 

Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
PO Box 229 TURRAMURRA 2074 Mobile 0419 983 917 www.ourkas.com.au 

Next General Meeting Christmas  

Tuesday 6 December 2016 at 7.30pm 

Masonic Hall, Turramurra 

Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave 

President  Charmaine Phillips 

0419 615 319 

charmaine@charmaineart.com 

 Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson 

0400 119 211  jan.hj@iinet.net.au 

Treasurer  Caroline Oesterheld 

Patrons 

Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart 

Guest Speaker November       Jo Bertini  Artist’s Talk 
 

For Society questions or 
enquiries contact: 

Any Society or Membership 
enquiries: Jan Harrington-Johnson 
jan.hj@iinet.net.au 

Financial Matters/Payments: 
Caroline Oesterheld 
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 

Exhibitions & Entries: 
Robyne Berling 
rcberling@icloud.com 

Website: 
Bryan Freer 
bryanfreer@gmail.com 

Newsletter: 
Linda Butterfield 
mhlmbut@bigpond.net.au 

Next Committee Meeting 

Monday 28 November 2016 at 7.30pm 

207 Mona Vale Road, St Ives 

For our “Melbourne Cup” November meeting, our guest speaker, Jo Bertini, took us travelling – 
not with horses but with camels. 

For the past 10 years, Jo has been expedition artist for Australian Desert Expeditions (ADE), 
accompanying scientists into remote, unnamed corners of the Gibson, Simpson and Central 
deserts. “We go into the desert with two strings of camels – up to 25 camels – and we walk for 
up to 3 months. We take a group of scientists – up to 20 people, but maybe as few as 4.” 

“When you walk you start to see the ecology of the country…you uncover information about a 
site because you don’t miss things when you are walking.” 

Jo turns an artist’s eye on everything. She is often asked “Why not a camera?”  

“Every artist, whether photographer, painter or draughtsman, has a particular eye” Jo explains. 
Jo records what she is asked to record by the scientists but also draws and records whatever 
takes her eye. She is constantly walking and working. 

On her return Jo sorts through her sketches in order to create large oil paintings. (She is 
represented by the Olsen Irwin Gallery in Sydney and MARS Gallery in Melbourne). 

“I have to be able to carry everything. The camels carry essentials. Luggage is very restricted.” 
Jo carries her materials in a backpack. She carries gouache (the small screw together gouache 
pans), pencils, brushes. The heaviest thing I take is paper, sketchbooks”. 

Jo was also invited by the Scientific American Research Institute  to a 3 year residency in 
Arizona, New Mexico.   

Her photographs of this area (Georgia O’Keefe country) were dramatic. She found parallels 
with the Australian desert, but also contrasts.  

“During the past summer, every afternoon it poured with rain.  Flotillas of grey clouds would 
come over (resulting in a) huge thunderstorm, and after 5 minutes it had all gone.” She would 
cover her work with a tarp for those 5 minutes, then resume painting. 

Jo then took us to the remote Kutch region in north west India – 2 years ago she was invited to 
work with a not for profit organization which wanted to document the sadly disappearing 
nomadic life of the Maldhari people who live in the desert with their animals.   

The differing sects and tribes would not allow photography and would not feel comfortable with 
a man amongst the women, so the not for profit organization wanted a woman who could draw 
and paint.  

“I was a last witness to document their lives – witnessing the end of these people”. The work 
she has produced from this trip will be exhibited in a museum opening in New Delhi in 
December. This will hopefully raise some awareness of their plight. 

Jo also brought along her book “Fieldwork” which many of us bought, being a selection of Jo’s 
works made whilst on expedition. 

Thanks Jo for a very interesting evening. Thomasin Graham 
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31 October - 13 November 2016 

The exhibition was looking really  
good and 18 paintings were sold in 
the first two days! 

2017 Guest Speakers 

Guest Speakers for 2017 are still to be 
finalised. Members are invited to advise 
Committee members of any suggestions for 
speakers that they might have. 

New Members 

Due to ill health and travel it had not been 
possible to hold a Committee meeting at the 
end of October and membership applications 
would be considered as soon as possible. 

Exhibiting Membership Intake 

All Social Members who wish to apply for 
Exhibiting Membership should go to our 
website and please read all the conditions 
carefully. 

http://ourkas.com.au/membership/
exhibiting-membership-application/ 

Next intake is: 5 May 2017, 8.30am-12 noon  
at the Turramurra Masonic Hall then again 
25 August 2017 
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Guest  Art ist  

D e c e m b e r  
Tony Kentuck 

Cartoonist 

M E M B ER S N E W S  

Website 
Click on the Gallery 

tab to view members’ 

work currently 

showing and see 

instructions for adding 

your own artwork. 

www.ourkas.com.au 

 

International award winning cartoonist/
caricaturist, Kentuck, has been creating 
outstanding cartoons in the form of 
themed series for over 25 years. 

He also produces single and multiple 
character cartoon caricatures for all and 
sundry. 

Tony Kentuck has worked as a cartoonist 
for around 40 years. He was born in 
London but at an early age his mother, 
father and elder brother returned to live in 
his mother’s native country of Wales (as 
Hitler was bombing London at the time). 

Throughout his entire school years the 
subject he excelled at was Art. In other 
subjects he was forever getting into 
trouble for doodling on the inside covers  
of his exercise books (and sometimes the 
desks). At grammar school it was taken  
for granted that he would go on to 
university art school and become a Fine 
Artist….Instead, he went and joined the 
Army! That’s where his long journey of 
becoming a Cartoonist began…  

Exhibition 

 

This is our Christmas meeting 
and Members are reminded to 
please to bring a plate of food  
to share and a gift for  
he lucky door prize. 

WE NEED YOU! 

Our Society is a volunteer-driven 
organisation that thrives only on the 
contributions of its members. We have many 
volunteers doing a great range of work and 
that is what keeps us going. The Society can 
only continue to function and prosper with 
member support and the bonus is that 
members have fun and develop great 
friendships. 

The Committee is calling for members to 
assist in serving on the Committee of the 
Society and in running the meetings and 
exhibitions.  

We are also needing 2 volunteers for 

Property Manager 

This person, as the name suggests, looks 
after our property (nearly all of which is in 
storage at Kennards) and also, like many 
others, assists with setting up our exhibitions 
(with help as required). He or she would 
become a member of the Committee. 

Library 

An extra assistant will be needed for the 
Library in 2017, a volunteer is requested. 

The Librarians requested that all books 
be brought back at the December 
meeting. 

Artists collection 
of unsold works: 

Sunday 13 November 

5pm - 6pm ONLY 

http://ourkas.com.au/membership/exhibiting-membership-application/
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/exhibiting-membership-application/
http://www.ourkas.com.au


 

CASS REPORT 
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Email: combinedsocieties@ 
yahoo.com.au 

Websites: 
http://www.combinedartsocieties.com 

ART OF SYDNEY EXHIBITION 

The Art of Sydney exhibition is to be 
held 26-29 January 2017 at the 
National Maritime Museum Darling 
Harbour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ros Psakis has kindly donated her 
beautiful oil pointing “Roses & Glass” as 
the Raffle Prize for the 27th CASS “Art 
of Sydney” Awards Exhibition. All funds 
raised in this Raffle go to CareFlight. 

There will be a special 'Buyer's Preview' 
on the afternoon of Wednesday 25 
January (register on the website to 
attend).  

A Buyers Delivery Service for sold 
paintings will available with the kind 
assistance of The Art Scene. 
Metropolitan delivery is $25 per work 
and interstate $50. CASS would wrap 
and address and take them to Art Scene 
for boxing. 

Closing date for Art of Sydney entries 
will be 2 December 2016 - so start 
painting! (Entry form with email). 

At the CASS Delegates meeting on 
Sunday Oct 30 I distributed to most of 
the 13 CASS Affiliated Art Societies, 
copies of the Ku-Ring-Gai Art Society – 
Golden Jubilee Celebration Book, 
produced last year.  
2 copies per society (FREE) to add to 
their library. I will follow up with the 
remaining societies later.  
The response from Drummoyne Art 
Society President (Jose Gutierrez) is as 
follows: “Thank you KAS – most 
generous of our sister Society.”  

Art in Action – 2017 – CASS 
Workshop Weekend dates are 19th, 
20th, 21st May. The early bird 
accommodation booking form will be 
online soon! Some Tutors this year are: 
Tod Whisson – oil / Robert Knight – 
charcoal & oil / Patrick Carroll – acrylic / 
Jane Canfield – gouache / Angelika 
Erbsland – contemporary watercolour & 
gouache. 
http://combinedartsocieties.com/art-
in-action/ 

 

Inta Charteris awarded Highly 
Commended at the 2016 Parramatta Art 
Awards Exhibition 

CONGRATULATIONS MEET THE ARTIST 

Charmaine Phillips 
I was born and raised in Queensland and 
trained as a Registered Nurse at Princess 
Alexandra Hospital Brisbane; and in 
Midwifery and Obstetrics at the Brisbane 
Women’s Hospital. I spent 6 years in the UK 
where I married John. We now have 3 
children and 4 grandchildren. We returned to 
live in Wyoming on the Central Coast for 20 
years before moving our home in St Ives in 
1993 where I worked in Aged Care at Lady 
Gowrie Nursing Home. 

I have been creative in many fields all my life, 
including fashion and art and crafts. 

I trained as a potter under Joan Matthews 
(hand built earthenware) in the 80’s, and with 
Pat Hellyer (thrown stoneware and porcelain) 
in the 90’s. Forming my own Pottery studio in 
Wyoming for 15 years and won several 
awards for my works; becoming well known 
for my hand built stoneware pumpkin soup 
tureens which, along with other works, were 
displayed and sold at the famous little Gallery 
“The Mousehole” at Avoca. 

I was a member of the Central Coast Potters 
Society and took an active role in workshops 
and as Membership Secretary. 

I created painted silk garments, bow ties, art 
works and scarves, the latter which sold at 
The Argyle Centre in The Rocks. 

In 2001, I joined a Botanical Art class at 
Willoughby Art Centre under Barbara Goldin 
and found my true artistic love. I studied 
under Barbara for several years and have 
since completed many works in watercolour, 
oils, acrylic, pastel and coloured pencil. I 
have won several awards for my works - 
most of which are for sale and can be viewed 
on my website. “Cards of Art” was created in 
2011 and features high quality images of my 
mainly botanical works printed on greeting 
and post cards. These are sold at many retail 
outlets across Sydney and can also be 
purchased on line. 

I joined the Ku-ring-gai Art Society in 2007 
and became an Exhibiting Member the same 
year. I took on the role of Workshop Manager 
in 2012, Vice President in 2013, and 
President in 2016. 

http://www.charmaineart.com 

Items for inclusion in 
Newsletter 

If you would like to advertise an 
upcoming exhibition you are holding or 
workshop or painting holiday….please 
email the notice as a PDF flyer (your 
advertisement with all the details) or a 
WORD document including photos. If 
you need to send photos, please attach 
them to the email as JPEG files. 

If this is not possible, please type out all 
the information on the email to me so 
that I can copy/paste. (I have been 
receiving JPEG images of invitations 
and flyers and I have had to retype all 
the details which I won’t continue as it is 
too time consuming.) 

ALSO, if you win a prize or award, 
please let me know and attach a jpeg of 
the work so I can include it if there is 
room. We all like to share in the 
successes large or small! 

Thankyou, Linda Butterfield 

Diane Geach is a Social Member and has 
won 4th Place in an International Online 
Exhibition Light Space Time and  7th Place 
Overall out of 491 entries, 19 different 
Countries, 31 different States in USA. The 
site looks really interesting...have a look - 

https://www.lightspacetime.com 

‘Rockpool Dreaming’ Diane Geach 

Linda Butterfield awarded Best Work in 
Exhibition at Blackheath Rhodo Festival 
2016  and Highly Commended in Drawing. 
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Please send Ku-ring-gai Art Society  

news to:   Linda Butterfield 

Email: mhlmbut@ bigpond.net.au 

Deadline for 

information for next  

newsletter 

Friday 5 February 2017 

 

Plein Air Painters of Australia Venues Gregory’s 2000 UBD  2000 

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513 Founder: Allan Waite FRAS AWI 
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Our KAS Workshops 2016     

Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au 

 

25-Nov-16 Turrimetta Beach - North End 199 F13 138 L13 

2-Dec-16 Harold Reid Reserve 286 C8 196 H8 

9-Dec-16 Harold Reid Reserve 286 C8 196 H8 

16-Dec-16 Cottage Point,  136 G9 158 C7 

23-Dec-16 Jamieson Park - Narrabeen Lake 228 G6 158 C7 

30-Dec-16 Narrabeen Head Baths 138 K15 199 E15 

 

Ku-ring-gai Art Centre 

Art Classes 2016 

Semester 2 brochure  
available on website 
(link below) 

BOOKINGS 

T 9424 0310 

E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au 

W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre 

 

Pamela Fairburn 
Saturday 19 November 2016 

Wild Watercolour 

Sometimes our works can become tight and over worked! 
We are afraid to be free because we don’t want to make 
mistakes! This workshop will emphasize the need to 
capture the excitement, the essence or atmosphere of your 
landscape. We will explore, experiment and become 
‘brave’! We will use unusual techniques in watercolour, 
gouache or acrylics. There will be some loosening up 
drawing exercises, and this new energy will be seen at the 
completion of your work...Your painting will be 
courageously unique and vibrant!   Places still available!  

http://www.pamelafairburnart.com.au 

 

The Financial Report 1/1/16 to 
31/10/16 was presented at the 
General Meeting on 1 November and 
copies can be emailed to members 
on request. The Treasurer, Caroline 
Oesterheld, reported that the CBA 
account had been closed and the 
Society was operating with just the 
Bendigo Bank account.     

Payments can be made to the 
Society at any time by post, direct 
deposit or online at website to: 

Ku-ring-gai Art Society 

BSB: 633 000  Account: 156977167 

Please also email Caroline advising 
of your remittance    
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

Financial Statement 

1/01/2016 to 31/10/2016 

  Assets  

 Anniversary Books $ 12,657 

 Audio Visual Equipment $ 5,000 

 Term Deposits $ 139,057 

 

  Receipts & Payments  

 Income $ 105,341 

 Cost of Sales $ 83,402 

 Gross Profit $ 21,939 

 Expenses $ 19,681 

 Operating Profit $ 2,258 
  $ 2,835 

 Net Profit $ 5,093 

Pamela won the 'Aspects of Lane Cove' Prize at the 2016 Lane Cove Art Awards with 
her entry "Jacaranda Jigsaw - Aquatic Park".  

MSA SUMMER SCHOOL 2017 

the art scene 
Visit our website for information and 

online registration  www.artscenemsa.com.au 

15th - 21st January 
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