
Next General Meeting  
Tuesday 4 December 2018 at 
7.30pm Masonic Hall,Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave
Next Committee Meeting  
Monday 26 November 2018 at 
7.30pm 207 Mona Vale Road, St Ives

President Charmaine Phillips
0419 615 319 
charmaine@charmaineart.com 
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson  
0400 119 211 
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld 
0407 487 391 
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
 
Patrons 
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart

Letter from the KAS President

Christmas Wishes to all KAS Members.
With another very successful year behind us and the prospect of an even 
brighter New Year, I would like to thank all Members of KAS for their support and 
participation and for ensuring that the high standard of our Art Society is maintained.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my term as President and it has been an honour to work with 
so many talented and dedicated artists.
My sincere thanks go to all the Committee Members who work together as a team to 
make sure that all Social and Exhibiting Members benefit from being part of such a 
friendly and active group.
Equally as important to the smooth running of KAS are all those Members who hold a 
support role. Thankyou for your hard work, ideas, participation and muscles all of which 
are greatly appreciated.
Being involved in any way, no matter how small, is a great way to meet other artists and I 
strongly encourage all Members to come to our monthly General Meetings and enjoy the 
presentations (and tips) of our Guest Speakers.
With Season’s Greetings and many good wishes for a creative and enjoyable Festive 
Season.

 
Merry Christmas to all.
Charmaine Phillips 

Christmas Greetings

4 December 
            2018

You’re invited 
All members welcome! 

Drinks and party food 
provided, just bring yourself, 
a small wrapped gift and 
recieve a gift in return!

7:30pm Masonic Hall, 
Turramurra
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PO Box 229 TURRAMURRA 2074     Mobile 0419 983 917



23 Nov 2018 Manns Point Park, Prospect St, Greenwich      315 A14 215 L14
30 Nov 2018 Athol Hall Function Centre, Bradleys Head Road 217 B16 317 C16
7 Dec 2018  Warriewood Beach, South Headland           199 F12 138 L12
14 Dec 2018  Warriewood Beach, South Headland           199 F12 138 L12
21 Dec 2018 Jamieson Park - Narrabeen Lake              228 G6  158 C7
28 Dec 2018 Jamieson Park - Narrabeen Lake              228 G6  158 C7

Plein Air Painters of Australia
Founder:  Allan Waite FRAS AWI
Contacts:  Patrick Hamer 
  0400328483
  Jim Attrill 
  9918 8625
Group meets at these locations  
0930 till 1200 on Fridays weather permitting.  
BYO coffee, lunch and painting gear.

MEMBERS NEWS
Website
Click on the Gallery tab 
to view members’ work 
currently showing and  
see instructions for  
adding your own 
artwork. 
 

 
 
Committee Members
President Charmaine Phillips
Vice-President Thomasin Graham
Vice-President Liz Harriott
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson
Minute Secretary Susan Smart
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld
Exhibition Manager Robyne Berling
Selection Manager Daria Hahn 
Property manager David Hammersley
Newsletter Lana-Leigh Lombard
Exhibiting Members 
The next intake is: 6 May 2019 at the  
Turramurra Masonic Hall. All Social Mem-
bers who wish to apply for Exhibiting Mem-
bership should go to our website and please 
read all the conditions carefully.
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ ex-
hibiting-membership-application/
Christmas Party 
4 December – Christmas Party.  
This will be catered for this year, members 
do not need to bring food, but please bring a 
small present for Kris Kringle, so that  
everyone can receive a gift.
Online CVs 
Members please send your CVs to the  
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au 
Congratulations 
Awards received at the opening of the Lane 
Cove Art Society Exhibition by KAS member 
Zofia Swita-Bobryk: 
Commended for Pastels and Drawings 
Commended for Oils and Acrylics
Congratulations to Chrissie Llyod: Royal Art 
Society NSW - Winner,  
People’s Choice Award at the Annual Spring 
Exhibition. 
Lane Cove Art Society - Winner, The Lloyd 
Rees Award 2018.

www.ourkas.com.au

For Society questions or  
enquiries contact:
Any Society or Membership  
enquiries: Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Financial Matters/Payments:  
Caroline Oesterheld  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Exhibitions & Entries:  
Robyne Berling  
rcberling@icloud.com
Website: 
Bryan Freer 
bryanfreer@gmail.com
 

Chris Kenyon does large paintings – Very Large Paintings! 
If you visit the Shangri La Hotel in Sydney you will see one of his works, 28 metres tall and 5 
metres wide. The canvas was specially woven in the United States and shipped to Australia. 
The painting took 3 months to complete. He had to find a driveway on a slope to paint on, 
rolling it up between sessions. 
Recently he spent 1 ½ years working on a commission for property developer Lang Walker 
to paint a series of works for his Kokomo Private Island Resort in Fiji. He worked pretty much 
seven days a week in his beachfront studio, completing 256 paintings. The largest painting 
was 10 metres by 3 metres. It had 48 layers of colour, the paint being about 4 cm thick. It 
took 14 people to lift it into place. The smallest painting in the series was 2 x 2 metres.
We were in awe of the beauty he depicted – beautiful tropical colours, shimmering water and 
reefs, each very different and individual. Some of the photos showed the paintings in situ in 
the resort – their colours sparkling against the neutral palette of the furnishings. Working on 
such a large scale, Chris only occasionally uses paintbrushes, preferring instead a large strip 
of plastic, generally used for painting skirting boards. He paints either flat on the floor, or the 
canvases are stapled to the studio walls. He also employs mops and metal “combs” (sold at 
pet shops for combing cat hair) to scrape through the paint and reveal layers beneath.
He paints in acrylic paint, both artists’ acrylic paints and house paints. “It is all about control. 
I will practice a swing to get the right splash. A big abstract work can get out of control and 
go to mud. You only have one chance. If you make a mistake it’s gone!” He doesn’t use 
mediums. He does thicken paint with crushed chalk. If he is looking for softness he will mix 
paint with detergent and water. “It gives a bubbly streaking effect.”
When he does use brushes, he likes them old and battered. “Old brushes are great to 
use because they gives you lovely lines. New brushes are too organized. Nature is not 
organized.”
After returning from Fiji, Chris started on a series of paintings depicting the life of the 
bushranger Ben Hall. “I had gone from something colourful and gentle and beautiful (ie 
tropical Fiji) to dangerous, dark and menacing, and a killer”. Chris picked out 27 sites of 
significance for Ben Hall’s life, where he was married, where there were hold ups, where he 
was killed. There a 27 paintings in the series (the same number as Sidney Nolan did in his 
bushranger series). The paintings are all landscapes with no figures. He tried to visualize 
where Ben Hall had stood and convey a mood. The initial paintings, such as where he was 
married, are large and colourful and happy. They become progressively smaller and darker 
reflecting the bushranger’s descent and final demise. The strength and beauty in these 
images are indescribable. They will be on exhibition at the Soho Galleries in Sydney from 12 
December to 31 December 2018 and will also be exhibited in Switzerland and Berlin
Chris also brought in some smaller sketches and mock ups to show us. He will set a timer 
and complete a sketch in 12 mins, then 8 mins, then 5 minutes“This is a wonderful exercise. 
You are so surprised with what you come out with. You start really getting to bare bones of 
what you are looking at.”
Chris lives on the water at Berowra Waters and clearly has an intimate relationship with his 
surrounding natural landscape.
Watch out for a possible workshop with Chris Kenyon in 2019, and check out the Soho 
Gallery in Wateroo later this year. Many thanks Chris Kenyon for sharing your experiences 
and beautiful work with us.      Thomasin Graham

Chris Kenyon        November 2018 



CASS REPORT
Dee Jackson
JanHarrington-Johnson has 
been selected to receive the Society’s 
Honours Award at the Art of Sydney 
Exhibition in January.   

Art Direct Open Studio: 
Sue-Anne McConie had held a solo 
Open Studio, and Dee Jackson, Susan 
Smart and Jennifer O’Young held a joint 
Open Studio in October, with various 
visitors and some sales. 
29th Art of Sydney Exhibition
The judge for the 29th Art of Sydney 
exhibition will be Ken Knight,and this 
will run from 24-28 January 2019, with 
intake on 5-6 January. 
www.cassartdirect.com.au
Email:  
combinedsocieties@yahoo.com.au 
Website:  
http://www.combinedartsocieties.
com

Art in Action
Art in Action returns in 2019, see you 
there!

Art in the Mountains
New Event!!
In August 2019, previous winners of the 
Art of Sydney Exhibition 2010 - 2018 will 
be invited to put work into the Gallery 
ONE88 in Katoomba for three weeks.
The CASS Cottage
The CASS Cottage in Kandos is 
available for hire, 6-7 people, $600 with 
a 20% discount for members.
More details can be obtained by visiting 
the CASS website.

www.galleryone88finearts.com/about 
Dee Jackson (CASS Publicity Officer)
(02) 9416 2265 / mob: 0439 986 452
deejackson@deejackson.com.au
Kym Morris (CASS President)
combinedsocieties@yahoo.com.au
CASS Message Machine:  
Phone (02) 8230 1587
www.combinedartsocieties.com

Would anyone have a copy of the 
August 1989 KAS Newsletter? If so 
please contact Jann Brassil or Louise 
Surmon, we would copy and return. 
It would be great to complete the 
archived newsletter collection.

We are currently in the final stages 
of sorting and identifying as many as 
possible of the many photos stored in 
KAS Archives prior to offering our 50 
years of archived material to the NSW 
State Library.

If anyone has any material, such as 
newspaper clippings of early days of 
the society etc, that they would like 
to include in the archives before we 
pass it on, assuming of course that 
the library is interested, please contact 
either Jann or Louise. 

No more photos please! We will bring 
a number of the duplicate photos 
to the Christmas party and anyone 
interested may help themselves.
Any further information:  
Jann Brassil. Archive Committee.  
ph. 0411 778 955  
email: jann.brassil@optusnet.com.
au

Louise Surmon. Archive Committee  
ph. 0411 093 936  
email: lousurmon@optunet.com.au

KAS Archive request

 

 

 
  

‘ is Art Month’
 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT THE ART STUDIO OF                        
YOUR LOCAL ARTIST:  

Sue-Anne McOnie 
http://cassartdirect.com.au/open-studios-2018/studio-107/ 

 

  
 

 

 

 
                      

Over 40 Original Artworks - Eftpos available 
 

Sun 7, 14, 21 Oct 2018: 12noon - 5pm 
17 Penrhyn Avenue, Pymble 2073 

 

For other Open Studio locations around Sydney go to the CASS website 
http://cassartdirect.com.au/open-studios-2018/ 

Seeking Art Tutors  
My name is Jess and I am the Activities Co-
coordinator at Bupa St Ives Age Care home. 
We are currently seeking experienced locals 
to show off their art skills and provide short 
classes during the December month for 
our residents. We were wondering if you or 
anyone you know would be interested? We 
have a large Level 3 entertainment from 
and we usually provide activities for the 
residents in the morning before 12noon or 
from 2-3ish. Please feel free to contact me 
at any time, or I work Wednesday- Fridays 
each week.

Thank you and we look forward to hearing 
from you.

Jessica Graves, RAO 
Bupa Aged Care, St Ives, NSW, 2075

T 02 9440 6000  
Jessica.Graves@bupacare.com.au www.
bupa.com.au/healthandcaring
Vale  
Mitzi Vardill.

Mitzi was a recent and valued Member of 
the Ku-ring-gai Art Society. 
Her art and experience was legendary and 
many of our Members were fortunate to 
have her as their tutor and Mentor. 
Mitzi conducted a workshop for us in 2015 
and was extremely generous with her 
knowledge and expertise. 
Mitzi passed away recently and the Art world 
has lost an amazing voice. The Ku-ring-gai 
Art Society extends deepest sympathies to 
all Mitzi’s family.

We will always remember her enthusiasm 
and cheerful demeanour.

New Social Members 
Welcome to Craig Renneberg.

Jan Cristaudo
Solo Exhibition

NOMADIC

Invitation

Kaleidoscope  
Oil on canvas 
90cm x 90cm

Opening hours
Wednesday to Sunday 10am – 4pm

Public events
Artist talk  Wednesday 12 December 10:30 – 11:30am

5 December – 23 December

Official opening with the artist Saturday 8 December, 4 – 6pm
To be opened by Kerri Ainsworth, Founder of Art Travel Adventures 

jancristaudo.com.au   |   0414 762 168

Willoughby City Council is gratefully acknowledged for the provision of Incinerator Art Space

5 December - 23 December

Official opening with the artist  
Saturday 8 December 4 - 6pm

2 Small Street Willoughby NSW 2068 
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Jan Cristaudo
Solo Exhibition

NOMADIC

Invitation

Kaleidoscope  
Oil on canvas 
90cm x 90cm

Opening hours
Wednesday to Sunday 10am – 4pm

Public events
Artist talk  Wednesday 12 December 10:30 – 11:30am

5 December – 23 December

Official opening with the artist Saturday 8 December, 4 – 6pm
To be opened by Kerri Ainsworth, Founder of Art Travel Adventures 

jancristaudo.com.au   |   0414 762 168

Willoughby City Council is gratefully acknowledged for the provision of Incinerator Art Space



Newsletter items only send to:  
Lana-Leigh Lombard
Next deadline is 4 January 2018 
Email: lana@lombard.id.au
All other queries about KAS, 
please direct to  
Jan Harrington-Johnson (Secretary)
hidale@optusnet.com.au or
0400119211

OUR KAS WORKSHOPS 2018

Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au
A big thank you to Prue Finlay who has offered to help as an additional co-ordinator at 
our workshops

Treasurer’s  
Report
Financial Statement
    

Payments can be made to the 
Society at any time by post, direct 
deposit or online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
BSB: 633 000  
Account 156977167
Please also email Caroline advising 
of your remittance:  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 

As of 23 October 2018
ASSETS

Audio Visual Equip  
 New Lights 

Term Deposits 
CASH ON HAND 

  Bendigo
Receipts and Expenses

Income 
Cost of Sales  

Gross Profit 
Expenses 

Operating Profit 
Interest Income 

Net Profit (Loss)

$2,607 
$2,766 
$155,746
 
$34,706

$129,470 
($83,440) 
$ 46,030 
($22,904) 
$23,126 
$1,662 
$25,788

‘Ku-ring-gai Council has recently 
confirmed sponsorship of the 
Society’s 2018 Award Exhibition 
with a grant of $2,000. The Society 
is very appreciative of the Council’s 
continued sponsorship and support, 
with the purchase each year of a 
painting selected by the Mayor from 
the Awards Exhibition.’

Kristine Ballard 
10 November 2018

The final workshop for the year was with Kristine 
Ballard, an effervescent and colourful personality which 
comes through in her bright and colourful work. 
We had a good sized class of enthusiastic painters, 
and a lavish set up of flowers in the room to paint. 
After some warm up exercises (“Get your worst work 
for the day out of the way early!”) on tone, line and 
composition, we spent some time working on choosing 
a colour palette for our main painting. Interior designers 
use the rule 70, 20, 10 for colour – and we did the 
same, choosing a hero colour and 2 other colours, then 
experimented on the range of colour mixing we could 
get using that limited palette. This brought unity to each 
of our paintings, and forced us to work with the range 
we had (“It’s best to work with limitations”).  
After lunch, we launched into main painting, using all 
the principles learned in the morning, and created still 
life paintings with colour and movement.  Some great 
work was produced, although many were painting out 
of their comfort zone.  Thankyou Kristine, for pushing 
us to develop in new and exciting ways.


