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We were delighted to welcome Joe 
Bezzina, Fellow and much loved and re-
spected teacher at the Royal Art Society, as 
our Guest Artist for October.  

Joe brought with him a number of paintings 
for us to look at, including the major land-
scape on canvas “Fragile Ground Mungo”, 
a grouping of beautiful, small plein air 
works in a horizontal frame and some un-
framed paintings on paper which we could 
examine close up.  Joe teaches outdoor 
landscape and he bases his own art prac-
tice on plein air work; he told us he had 
loved the country since he was a child trav-
elling with his parents.  

He said that he had studied under Allan 
Hansen in his formative years and that win-
ning the competition “Paint your way to 
Paris” was a turning point in his career.  He 
has always been an admirer of Fred Wil-
liams, whose work is still an important influ-
ence.

Joe discussed his process as he showed 
us a number of his works on screen.  He 
works in oils and acrylics, most of his cur-
rent work being done in acrylics.  He likes 
to start with a full coat of transparent gesso.  
His multi-layered works can include random 
pourings using spreader medium and 
binder, calligraphic markings, scrapings and 
more washes.  He spoke of painting as 
“bringing order from chaos” and said that 
he likes to work fairly rapidly.  Sometimes 
he leaves the sky till last to cut back in and 
create drama.

Outback places like Lake Mungo, Ormiston,  
Glen Helen and the Larapinto trail come to 
vibrant life in Joe’s paintings as he re-
sponds to the mood and looks for lines and 
markings and the angles of cliff faces.  On 
site works tell a story, juxtaposed against 
each other in a grouping.

Turning to his painting set-up, Joe began 
work on a large, partially completed paint-

ing on canvas.  How lucky we were to be 
able to watch him in action!

Colours Joe uses include crimson, phthalo 
green, cobalt blue, paynes grey, dioxazine 
purple, raw sienna and ash pink.  He sel-
dom uses burnt sienna, a colour many art-
ists rely on.  He adds binder to water, and 
also uses mediums such as matt and gloss.   
We watch as he starts work on the sky with 
a wide brush.

Joe puts a lot of energy into the work at this 
stage, moving from one area to another 
and not staying too long in one part of the 
work.  He walks backward and forward to 
look and attacks the canvas with scrapings 
of the palette knife.  Taking off is as impor-
tant as putting on – revealing what is be-
neath.  He sprays the paints to stop them 
drying out.  He often picks up a mix of col-
ours on the brush and brings the colours 
used in the ground into the sky as well to 
create unity.

It is time to stop and think.  How important it 
is to think about what you want and what 
you are trying to do – before you start and 
during the process.

As the painting progresses, Joe puts on 
white tree trunks, looking at the angles – 
how they lean.  He scratches into the paint 
with his thumbnail, telling us how Turner 
used to do that.

We could watch Joe all night, but the time 
comes when we have to end things.  A few 
more questions:  outdoors he keeps his 
colours moist in screw top containers; as 
well as canvas, he works on 600 gsm pa-
per, which he does not prepare.  

He likes to work hard and fast and not have 
too many rules.
Thank you, Joe, for a very generous and 
entertaining evening and a useful lesson.

Website          
www.josephbezzina.com.au

by Diana Hallowes
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MEMBERS NEWS

2013 AWARDS              
EXHIBITION DATES
St Ives Shopping Centre   
29 October -10 November 

MEMBERSHIP
We welcome the following new social 
member Pamela Fairburn , last months 
Guest Artist,into the Society and look 
forward to her participation in the Soci-
ety’s activities.
RESIGNATION 
The resignation of Lexie Thiele, Valerie 
Reed-Hughes (both due to ill health) and 
Louise Atlee were received with regret.
COMBINED ART SOCIETY NEWS
Combined Art Societies of Sydney Inc. have 
produced a flyer/brochure for the 2013-14 
program – copies are available on our meet-
ing desk. CASS AGM was held on Sunday 
18th August and Dee Jackson was againe-
lected Publicity officer.
The “Artist of the Year” Nomination forms to 
be returned by 25 October to CASS.
ART DIRECT
Open studio weekend   NOVEMBER 16-17, 
Booking fees: $50.00 per home studio OR 
$120 per hall (no limit to the number of artists)
A great way to showcase individual artists 
work and promote Ku-Ring-Gai Art Society at 
same time!  Lots of fun - connect with your 
local area ie: neighbours or community.
No commission – individual sales can be 
made on the day or perhaps secure a painting 
commission.  Sell postcards etc.  
In discussion stage – the web site 
www.cassartdirect.com.au may be able to 
benefit CASS members by hosting a “what’s 
on” diary.
ART OF SYDNEY 2014 – Australia Day 
Weekend 23rd to 27th January 2014.
ART IN ACTION Workshop Weekend 2014 - 
dates are 16, 17, 18, 2014 at Merroo 

EXHIBITIONS 
H e a d i n g i n t o t h e 
S t o r m ’ b y S a n d r a  
Cadwallader

Exhibition  San-
dra Cadwallader, 
Louise Attlee & 
Kennie Turnbull 
@ Mary Place 
Gallery 12 Mary 
Place Lane (off 
Brown Street) 

Paddington      

Opening Night - 22 October, 6pm till 22 Oct 
Sadami Konchi‘s ‘Alive or Dead" is shortlisted 
for Victoria Cancer Council Annual Exhibition. 
Two friends passed away from cancer, which 
motivated her to work on a still life. Details 
www.gasworks.org.au/visit-us/find-us

NOTE OUR EXHIBITION DATES 2014
The following dates for three exhibitions at 
our New Gallery at St Ives Shopping Centre 
17-30 March, 14-27 July (Awards Exhibi-
tion),and 27 October-9 November.Each  
exhibition has also been extended thanks to 
the Village for a period of 12 days baing 36 
days annually. Our exhibitions will also be 
open for viewing 12 hours each day seven 
days per week.

OUR GOLDEN JUBILEE BOOK

Conditions of Participation Form and Entry 
forms WILL BE included in the NOVEMBER 
Newsletter for Exhibiting members.  Please 
read carefully. 

Fill out the entry form and return to the ad-
dress on the form or scan the signed form and 
email to the address on the form

SIGNED FORMS ARE TO BE RECEIVED BY 
8TH  FEBRUARY 2014.

EXHIBITING MEMBERS paintings will be 
required  12TH MAY 2014 9am - 11am

Place:    GUIDE HALL -  Mount William Street,  
GORDON

COLLECTION ON WEDNESDAY 14TH  MAY  
2014 between 9am - 11am Guide Hall Gordon                                                                                    

PLEASE MARK THESE DATES IN YOUR 
DIARY

IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO PRODUCE NEW 
WORK.   All work must be unframed with 
mounts only and no bigger that  90cm x 90cm.

If you have any queries please phone Rowena 
Monty on 99582596.

WHATS ON

"Eclectia"
An Exhibition of paintings by Susan 
Joyce   At 
Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre
25 Edgeworth David Ave, Hornsby
28th October - 5th November, 2013
Weekdays 9am - 5pm , weekends 10am 
- 4pm 

MEMBER’S NEWS
Congratulations to the following artists:
Susan Joyce  HC - Drawing @ ASMA 
(Australian Society of Miniature Art, 
NSW) Annual Art Awards
Members are requested to let our Editor 
know when they selected as finalists or 
winners in all art awards.
USE OF PAINTING IMAGES
Any member who does not want an im-
age of their work to be viewed in the So-
ciety’s Newsletter, website or other pub-
licity material, please contact a member 
of the Committee so that we can honor 
your request, otherwise we can assume 
that there is no objection.

FACEBOOK PAGE
A Facebook page is being prepared for 
the Society and members are encour-
aged to look at it.

EXHIBITING MEMBER INTAKE
The next intake to become an Exhibiting 
Member will be in April 2014.

!

OUR GUEST ARTIST IN  NOVEMBER                  
Chan Dissanayake Watercolour

Chan Dissanayake was born in Sri Lanka to an 
artistic family, his father an internationally ac-
claimed film director and his mother an art teacher. 
He migrated with his family to Australia in 1986. A 
talent for drawing was recognised in pre-school 
days and a passion for art, especially for watercol-
ours, kept him actively involved. He studied water-
colour painting with renowned Australian artists 
embarking on a journey of self-discovery.

Achieving rapid success and winning many major 
awards, he has gained a considerable reputation 
as an outstanding watercolour artist. His solo exhi-
bition ‘Cool Waters’ held in October 2010 was a 
sell-out. In 2011 and 2012, he was invited as a 
tutor at the Summer Art Experience run by the Art-
ists society of Canberra.Chan was named the win-
ner of the Agricultural Heritage Prize and the over-
all Champion Exhibit at the Royal Canberra Show 
in 2013

His works are highly sought after in local and re-
gional galleries. Currently his work is represented 
at the Bungendore woodworks gallery. Chan said 
"My works represent my inner response to the 
world around me. As an artist, my aim is to capture 
an impression of my subject with as little detail as 
possible. This is done by simplifying the subject 
matter to its core elements. I find that watercolour 
is a tailor made medium for this purpose.

Watercolour is a demanding medium. It is para-
mount that one learns the language of watercolour. 
Only then you can command it to do its magic for 
you.” Website 

http://www.cassartdirect.com.au
http://www.cassartdirect.com.au
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http://www.chandissan.com/about.html
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From your President
Work on creating our new Art Gallery at 
St Ives Shopping Village has been com-
pleted, and preparations for staging the 
exhibition is in the good hands of our 
exhibition managers Robyne Berling &  
Bryan Freer with Doug Meares 
Our wonderful Secretary, Jan Harrington 
Johnson has kindly donated the framed 
painting on Page 1 as our raffle prize.    
Thank you Jan. My special thanks to all 
members of our Committee who are 
bringing the concept to reality. We have 
received over 250 entries from almost 
100 exhibiting members. May I wish all of 
our Exhibiting members every success in 
our new Exhibition Gallery and thank all 
Social members for assisting on rosters 
for the Society. 
We have introduced Ku-ring-gai Mem-
bers Viewer’s Choice Prize this year
This is in addition to our normal Viewers 
Choice Prize but can only be voted for 
by Members of KAS.  The prize for the 
winning artist is two KAS Workshops to 
be taken over the next 12months.
So if you are a financial member make 
sure you vote for your favourite painting.

Everyone is welcome to attend our 
Cocktail Party on Awards Night on Fri-
day  Ist November, so do share with us 
on this memorable occasion to launch 
our exhibiting future in our New Gallery 
and to dress up for this very special 
occasion.Best Washes
Malcolm Carver  President

Invitations have been posted to all members. An email 
invitation has also been sent to each member. Please 
forward to family and friends and mention new location.

Delivery of paintings	 Sunday 27October, 
(Note Sunday night and Monday used to hang and fine 
tune the exhibition presention our new location)
Exhibition Opens	 	 Tuesday 29 October
Judges	 	 	 Tuesday 29 October
Awards Ceremony		 Friday 1 November 
(Cocktail and Black Tie event)
Exhibition Open	 	 For a period of 12 days.
Closing Date of Exhibition	 10 November

48th Annual        
Awards 
 Exhibition

Ku-Ring-Gai 
Art Society 

wishes to thank the following
Sponsors for their generous support

Art Smart Art Supplies & Framing
Art Spectrum
Atos Framing

Blooms Chemist 
Chroma Australia Pty Ltd

Eckersleys
Fine Impressions, Printers

Gomes Family
Hills Flower Market

Joan Irwin,
Ku-ring-gai Art Centre

Ku-ring-gai Art Society Members
Ku-ring-gai Council

Lightmatters
Lou Klepac

Paul Fletcher MP
Nextra St Ives Village Newsagency

North Shore Art Supplies &
Arches/Canson Paper

O’Loughlin’s Medical Pharmacy
S & S Wholesale Pty Ltd
St Ives Shopping Village 

The Art Scene
The Art Shop Mona Vale

Turramurra & Lindfield Community Bank 
Branches of Bendigo Bank

Lesley O’Shea  
FRAS 
Lesley is an artist and a 
practicing Speech Pa-
thologist,working to 
help children and adults 
communicate for a 

period of 30 years. Holding a Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Speech Pathology), Lesley currently works 
in private practice on a part-time basis and devotes 
the remainder of her time to developing her skills in 
drawing and painting; a passion she has nurtured all 
her life.
Lesley has drawn for as long as she can remember. 
She attended National Art School from 2000 to 2002 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Art, majoring 
in painting. Following her studies at the NAS, Lesley
continued to study painting with Joe Penn.
Reflecting her people-focused profession, Lesley
maintains a strong interest in portraiture; however 
she paints and draws a variety of subjects. Lesley is 
a Fellow at the Royal Art Society of NSW. and has
exhibited in numerous group exhibitions.
Lesley was a finalist in the Shirley Hannon and Portia 
Geach Portrait Prizes and won the Open Prize, the 
People’s Choice Award and the Drawing Prize in the 
2006, 2007 and 2008 North Sydney Art Prizes. She 
also won the Open and Works on Paper prizes in the 
2010 City of Ryde Art Awards. As a student
Lesley was awarded the Royal Art Gallery of NSW’s 
Robert Le Gay Bremerton Drawing Prize.
Lesley is also a tutor at Bathurst Mitchell College 
School of Arts and is on the teaching staff of the 
Royal Art Society of NSW.

Joe Penn  FRAS 
Joe is a sought-after 
tutor, judge and dem-
onstratorwith many years’ experience. 
His original training was as a commercial artist at 
East Sydney TechnicalCollege (now the National Art 
School) where he came in contact with such nota-
bles as Lloyd Rees, who sparked his long held pas-
sion for drawing. Joe has been painting full-time 
basis since 1984, working in a variety of mediums. 
His long career in art hasincluded running a mobile 
studio /art gallery for over 13 years and traveling 
and painting across the
country. Joe is well known for his Impressionistic oil
landscapes although he also enjoys the challenge of
painting portraits, figures and still lives. 

A popular and entertaining tutor, Joe is passionate 
about developing the ability to draw. He draws every 
day and views drawing ability as an essential skill 
when learning to paint. 

A fellow and life member of the Royal Art Society of 
NSW, Joe has held numerous solo exhibitions, as 
well as exhibiting in Cromwell’s Art Prize 2004, the 
Archibald Salon de Refuses 2002 and 2008. He is 
also two-time winner of North Sydney Art Price’s 
Landscape Prize. Joe is currently on the teaching 
staff at the Royal Art Society and regularly tutors at 
Mitchell College School of Arts in Bathurst..

Our Judges        



      

KAC Diary for 2013
School Art  Classes 
Ku ring gai Art    
Centre  
BOOKINGS
T 9424 0310  
E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre

Watercolour Bootcamp 
Tutor 	 Susie Murphie
Dates     Sunday 3 November
Time 	 10am - 4pm
Fee 	 $115
For beginners or those wanting to learn how 
to give transparency and impact to their 
work. Susie will show quick and effective 
methods of enriching your watercolour paint-
ing. Landscape, still life & portraits included

Etching a Contemporary Way 
Tutor 	 Bernhardine Mueller
Dates     16-17 November 
Time 	 9.30am - 4pm
Fee 	 $235 inc. copper sulphate and 
basic proofing 
This workshop investigates a range of tradi-
tional etching processes. Starting off with the 
indirect method of hardground and fine and 
coarse aquatint, followed by viscosity print-
ing and editioning

Plein Air Painters of Australia  Venues 

Treasurer’s 
Report
Profit & Loss Statement 1.1.13 to 24. 9.13

Payments can be made to the Society at any 
time, by post, direct deposit or online on web-
site to
Ku-ring-gai Art Society   
BSB 062 173   Account 00902044
Please email  aoesterh@bigpond.net.au   
advising of your remittance.
Arts & Cultural Financial Grant 
from Ku-ring-gai Council Thanks to Council, 
KAS has been awarded $5000 towards costs 
in establishing our new Gallery at St Ives 
Shopping Village. The award will contribute to 
the cost of a new hanging system and light-
tracks. This is in addition to a sponsorship of 
$2000 towards Prizes @ our next Exhibition.

Please send Ku ring gai Arts Society news
Linda Joyce, PO BOX 229 Turramurra 2074 

Email: lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au
Deadline for information next 

Newsletter  Friday 8 November 2013

25-Oct-13

1-Nov-13

8-Nov-13

15-Nov-13

Aquatic Park, Longueville 314 D11 215 D11

Aquatic Park, Longueville 314 D11 215 D11

Clareville Beach, Delecta Avenue 169 F1 118 L1

Clareville Beach, Delecta Avenue 169 F1 118 L1

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513   

Gregory's 2000   UBD 2000

Onnly one workshop left in 2013. Please checkout the KAS website for all online booking details   
Workshop Coordinator   Charmaine Phillips    9402 6251   charmaine@charmaineart.com
Please note the booking form is online with payment in three forms - $54 for immediate payment, $59 
for delayed payment (within 6 weeks of workshop) and Non Members are welcome for $70
Assistant Workshop Coordinator Required to assist Trish Piry to organise the 2014 schedule 
and then assist in the organisation of Workshops each month next year. Assistant Coordinators are able 
to attend workshops at no cost. Extremely useful for new social members so first in.. first to be equipped 
with new painting skills and meet with many other members. Not too onerous and can be lots of fun.
If you are interested please phone.
Trish 9449 3252 or 04497 37937.or Charmaine 9402 6251 or 0419 615 319

Our KAS Workshops  2013   
Exhibi3on	  Income

Exhibi3on	  Expenses

Net	  Exhibi3on	  Income

Workshop	  Income
Workshop	  Expenses

Membership	  Fees
Expenses:	  Guest	  speakers,	  News-‐

leEers,	  postage	  etc

Interest	  Income
Net	  Profit/	  Loss

    $33,678
    -$34,958
    -$1,280

  $5,629
- $3,688

  $1,942
  $16,718

 - $15,021
$1,697             

$434
  $2,793Susie Murphie Workshop 

A	  highly	  informa3ve	  workshop	  with	  19	  on	  Saturday	  Sept	  14th.	  	  In	  
her	  inimitable	  free	  style,	  Susie	  demonstrated	  how	  to	  put	  down	  
lovely	  creamy	  watercolour	  pigments	  directly	  on	  the	  paper	  and	  
then	  allow	  the	  magic	  ingredient	  “water”	  to	  coax	  the	  colours	  to	  
blend	  and	  produce	  wonderful	  tonal	  effects.Susie	  was	  most	  en-‐
couraging	  to	  all	  the	  class	  and	  gave	  construc3ve	  advice	  individu-‐
ally	  throughout	  the	  day.Thankyou	  to	  Susie	  for	  a	  great	  class,	  and	  
to	  all	  the	  members,	  especially	  Adele	  Fitzhardinge	  for	  her	  help.

Mitchell School of Arts Bathurst
Book Early for Painting Work-
shops in the Summer School

Details on website
www.artscene.com.au
Email sales@artscene.com.au
Telephone 9807 6900

Liz Steel Workshop 
Saturday 16 November
Travel Sketching, Pen Ink and Wash
Liz, is an architect and prolific sketcher. Susie travels the 
world documenting her own world in delightful ink and 
wash sketches of interesting things as well as what she 
may eat or drink. Enormously popular as an ‘Urban 
Sketcher’ Liz will show how easy its to begin to see and 
draw in your own style. See Liz’s ‘Blog’ and Website

Booked Out

Booked Out
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