September 2015

NEWSLETTER

Ku-ring-gai Art Society
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Mobile 0419 983 917

Next General Meeting
Tuesday 6 October 2015 at 7.30pm
Masonic Hall, Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave

Next Committee Meeting
Monday 29 September 2015 at 7.30pm
Ku-ring-gai Town Hall, Pymble
President Malcolm Carver
0412 329 987 mcarver@me.com
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson
0400 119 211 jan.hj@iinet.net.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld
0438 887 202
Patrons
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart

Guest Speaker September

Heidi Willis Botanical Watercolourist

Australian born, Heidi is an entirely self-taught Natural History watercolour artist, which means
she paints any natural subject – including plants, animals or insects in their environment.
Her work has been a hugely challenging journey which started when she was very young.
Initially she wanted to be a surgeon and oil painter which put her at a crossroad. Which way to
go? The answer came when she opened an Australian Geographic Magazine and felt an
overwhelming connection to the incredible illustrations by renowned artist Bill Cooper. Now
clearly focused Heidi set out on her path of self exploration and began by teaching herself
watercolour. She had no mentors or association with other artists, she just worked tirelessly
day in day out, even while having 3 children in 3 years by the age of 23. She would have one
either side of her and the other one on her back as she worked!
All this dedication paid off when, by chance, while having her work framed at The Art Scene,
she met the Curator of Botanica, who was so impressed by her work that she invited her to join
the exhibition and it was here that Shirley Sherwood, owner of the largest private Botanical
Collection in the World, bought one of her works. Understandably Heidi was blown away by all
this, but it proved to her that she was definitely on the right path. Since then she has received
worldwide acclaim and had numerous exhibitions including some in New York and China.
After having a much needed 5 year break, Heidi didn’t know if she would be able to paint again,
she was very unsure, so she started by sketching on a trek through Nepal. She then realised it
was still there and immersed herself once again into her passion. Her incredibly detailed works
require great discipline and perseverance, skills such as mind and time management are
essential. When painting large works like her recent 5’ x 3’ commission, she breaks it down into
small manageable sections, into what she calls “micro-journeys into colour”, keeping her
excited and motivated. This is vital as her works can take up to 2000 hours to complete!
Heidi then gave us a demonstration on how she works her magic. She always works flat and on
illustration board, putting down between 3-6 layers of wash even on a simple flower. She
described the intricacy of Botanical art like splitting hairs, then splitting again, then again and
again. When dealing with something as intense
as this, she said you either practise it or avoid it
and we certainly know what Heidi does!
Thank you Heidi, for the most awe-inspiring
evening. Your works are mind-blowing and your
dedication epic! http://heidiwillis.com.au
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Guest Artist

MEMBERS NEWS

O c t o b e r

Melissa Read-Devine

Website

Paint er/ Pr intmake r

Click on the Gallery
tab to view members’
work currently
showing and see
instructions for adding
your own artwork.

www.ourkas.com.au

Melissa Read-Devine was born in
England in the 1960s and as a child
emigrated to Australia with her family.
She has studied & practiced printmaking
and painting continuously for the past 14
years and is a recipient of many prizes
and awards. Her artwork is part of many
private and public collections around the
world.
Living in rural Sydney overlooking the
Hawkesbury River, Mellissa’s work
ranges between vibrant interpretations of
her local landscape to intricate wood &
linocuts. Her combination of quirkiness
and calm blend to create works with a
strong spiritual base. A ‘born again’
Christian, Mellissa tries to live her faith
and gives God the glory for every
achievement.
A founding member of the Hawkesbury
Artisans Trail, Mellissa continues to work
promoting creativity in the local
community and works as artist, tutor &
illustrator.
http://depicture.homestead.com/
Home.html

Future Guest Speakers
3 Nov Marijke Greenway Oils/Mixed Media
1 Dec Peter Griffin
New Members
The following new Social Members were
welcomed into the Society: Bruce Donnelley,
Christina Tilson, Teresa Wong Shiu Wai.

New Exhibiting Members
Congratulations to the following members
who were accepted to Exhibition membership
status:
Helene Bonney, Inta Charteris, Helen
Cunningham, Bruce Donnelley, Michael Fish,
Maria Guthrie, Narita Narain and Ella Thapar

Society’s Constitution
The Ku-ring-gai Art Society’s Constitution
was last revised in 2008. Since then there
have been some small legislative changes
affecting organisations such as ours (the
Associations Incorporations Act and
Regulations) that may affect our
Constitution. The Committee is reviewing
the Constitution generally and proposing
alterations that it considers ought be made,
and these will be put to a Special General
Meeting of the Society later in the year.
Any member who would like to take this
opportunity to suggest any changes to the
Constitution is invited to provide details to
the Secretary, Jan Harrington-Johnson at
hidale@optusnet.com.au. A copy of the
Constitution is on the KAS website.

Awards Sales Analysis

Harry Monty has prepared an analysis of
sales at the Awards Exhibition which is
available for anyone interested.
harry.monty@bigpond.com

GOLDEN JUBILEE BOOK

Reinstated Members
The following members have renewed their
membership: Libby Hackett, Geraldine
Simmons.

Exhibiting Membership Intake
All Social Members who wish to apply for
Exhibiting Membership should go to our
website and please read all the conditions
carefully.
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/
exhibiting-membership-application/
Next intakes are March & August 2016,
dates to be advised.

Library
Some books superfluous to the requirements
of the library are for sale at nominal prices
and members are invited to purchase them.
There are also new books & DVD’s.

SPRING EXHIBITION
19 October -1 November
Entries Close 1st October
Intake 18 October
Wine & Cheese Evening
22 October
Please Note: The President &
Committee have requested no
young children at Intake, the Wine
& Cheese evening and closing
events due to safety concerns.

Vote of Thanks
On behalf of all Members, we wish to
express our thanks for the tireless work of
the Archives Committee; Jann Brassil,
Louise Surmon and Rowena Monty, and
Di Sincock and for their work at the book
launch.
Rowena Monty would also like to thank all
the people who have expressed
appreciation to her on the production of the
Anniversary book.
156 of our Golden Jublilee books have been
sold to date. They are available at a cost of
$55 each, with $16 extra if postage is
required, and can be purchased at General
meetings or by ordering online. Details are
available on the website.

MEMBER EXHIBITION
Niven Richards’ Reality Art exhibition is
having it’s final weekend at:
The Old Fire Shed Gallery, Wollombi
September 11,12,13 10am - 4pm
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STUDIO VISIT
Dobell House
Beautiful weather and a happy group made
for a very enjoyable excursion on Tuesday
25th August .
In the end 36 artists and friends boarded the
coach for the journey north to Wangi Wangi.
A goody bag of chocolates for the journey
was given to everyone on boarding.
Morning tea on arrival at Dobell House at
10.30 was supplied by the volunteers and
followed by a 90 min presentation.
This outlined Sir William Dobell’s career and
life and included an hilarious reconstruction
of the trial concerning his Archibald winning
painting of Joshua Smith. (Ian Parker
reluctantly took on the role of Sir Bill).

SPECIAL MOMENTS
While
delivering KAS
books to some of
our founder
members, Di
Sincock was
honoured to catch
up with Elizabeth
Williams who at 97
is our oldest living
KAS member. She
still paints, loves
looking at and
talking about art, in particular her favourite
medium of printmaking.
Also Margaret Wills,
whose beautiful
painting is on the
front cover of our
book.Many members
will remember the
wonderful
demonstrations and
tuition that Margaret
gave in years
gone by.

There was the opportunity to visit his studio
upstairs and peruse the contents of the
house and garden.
Following lunch and a wander around Wangi
and picturesque Lake Macquarie we took a
small detour to see the 2 magnificent stained
glass windows in St Joseph’s Catholic
Church near Toronto.
Louise Surmon won the” lucky name tag
prize” - a bottle of Prosecco (yes, her again!).
Back to Turramurra at 3.30.
Many thanks to Charmaine for organising
such an enjoyable day!
Please send any ideas for future excursions
to Charmaine.
charmaine@charmaineart.com

MEMBER EXHIBITIONS
Susanna Chen Chow Exhibition at the
INCINERATOR WILLOUGHBY ART
SPACE, 2 Small Street, from 30 September
- 19 October. Opening Sat 3 October
from 3pm - 6pm.
Cathy Shugg
Exhibition at the
REDLEAF GALLERY,
25c Redleaf Avenue,
Wahroonga from
21 September - 17
October. Opening
Sun 20 September
from 3pm - 6pm.
Please see website for gallery opening
hours or phone (02) 9487 1462
www.redleafframing.com.au

SADAMI KONCHI’S BOOK LAUNCH

to celebrate MOON a new picture book by
Matt Zurbo & Sadami Konchi, published
by Windy Hollow Books to be launched
by Libby Gleeson AM.
Please join us at Gleebooks on
Saturday 26th September, 3.30pm for 4pm
RSVP on link below or phone (02) 9660 2333
http://www.gleebooks.com.au/
BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=228854

CASS Report
For the full CASS
report this month,
please see the
attached PDF file
with your email or
refer to the webites below.
http://www.cassartdirect.com.au/
http://www.combinedartsocieties.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the following members’
achievements at the 2015 Lane Cove Art
Awards:
Malcolm Carver The Patron’s Prize 1st Prize
Jenny Coghlan The Patron’s Prize Very
Highly Commended
Chrissie Lloyd Aspects of Lane Cove 1st
Prize - painting acquired for Council's
Permanent Collection.
Tony Belobrajdic Watercolour 1st Prize
Susanna Chen Chow Winner Hyecorp
Property Group Prize
Pat Wilson Aspects of Lane Cove Very
Highly Commended
Susanna Chen Chow Pastel or Drawing
Highly Commended.
Thomasin Graham Prints Highly
Commended
Sylvia Davies Contemporary Highly
Commended
Congratulations also for:
2015 Singleton Art Prize to Sylvia Davies
for winning the Contemporary Prize and
Linda Butterfield Highly Commended for
Pencil, Pen & Ink
Royal Art Society Spring Exhibition Medal
of Distinction Awards - Chrissie Lloyd Highly
Commended, and Diana Robinson
Commended - well done ladies!
PAINT AWAY
Paintaway to Middlebrook Station Scone NSW 25 – 31 October 2015
Noeline Millar is organising a “Paintout”
for these 6 days.
Good accommodation for up to 24 artists
(and partners) in 6 twin share rooms and
6 queen double rooms.
Cost less than $300 per person. Check out
“Middlebrook” on the net and contact
Noeline for more information 0417275823
PAINT SICILY 2016
With mixed media and watercolour artist,
Pamela Fairburn, ARAS.
14 Nights: 26th April – 10th May 2016
Explore, Experience and paint in vibrant Taormina,
Ragusa, Syracuse, Ortigia, & Catania.
Paint in these colourful environments with Pamela.
Small Group Tour. Luxury Hotels. Non-painters
welcome.
CONTACT: Pamela Fairburn to secure your
place: Mob. 0408 801 104
pamela@pamelafairburnart.com.au
www.pamelafairburnart.com.au Full Itinerary &
Costs www.trendsettertravel.com.au Booking info
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Treasurer’s
Report

Our KAS Workshops 2015
Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au
Workshop Coordinator: Thomi 0408 891 702 thomasin@bigpond.net.au

Financial Statement
1/01/2015 to 25/08/2015

Brandt Lewis Workshop Report
Saturday 15th August 2015
Pastels
Following in the technique pioneered by Degas, Brandt
Lewis showed us how to start our pastel painting with a
tonal charcoal drawing, subsequently adding the pastel
colour. He also demonstrated how to make a pastel
crayon. We beavered away at our pastel pictures during
the day, all the time benefiting from Brandt's great tips and
supportive comments. I think we produced some mighty
fine results! Thanks Brandt. http://www.brandtlewis.com.au

Ros Psakis Workshop

Exhibition Receipts
Exhibition Payments
Net Exhibition Receipts

$ 89,149
$ - 90,424
$ -1,274

Workshop Receipts
Workshop Payments
Net Workshop Receipts

$ 6,608
$ - 6,070
$
538

Anniversary Book Receipts

$ 11,373
$ -16,410
$ - 5,037

Membership Fees,
Donations,etc
Other Payments: Guest
speakers, newsletters,
postage,etc
Proceeds from
Sale of Screens

Saturday 12th September 2015
Oils
Using my easy to understand method of getting the subject
onto the board, painting figures and animals are no harder
than any other subject. The subject photograph supplied will
have all the answers, come and see how easy it is to
interpret a photograph and make into a painting. The
workshop will cover coming to grips with colour mixing. How
to recognise and judge tone. How to simplify even the most
complicated drawings. The importance of good lighting on
the subject. Making the best use of composition. Plenty of
handouts, individual attention, and an uncomplicated
approach to painting that will make any subject not only
possible, but easy. Come and join me to paint some
sunlight. http://www.rospsakis.com

David Fairbairn Workshop

Net Receipts & Payments

$ 21,070
$ -12,339
$ 8,731
$ 12,000
$ 14,957

Caroline reports that the proceeds of the
raffle at the Awards Exhibition have
been $469 and the gold coin donations
have amounted to $1,000. The
Committee has agreed to top up the
raffle money from the gold coin
donations to give $1,000 to the 'Buy a
Bale' fund, which would result in 50
bales of hay going to aid farmers
suffering from the effects of drought.
Payments can be made to the Society
at any time by post, direct deposit or
online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society
BSB: 062 173 Account: 00902044

Saturday 17th October 2015
Self Portrait
David Fairbairn is an Australian painter and printmaker who
was the winner of the Dobell Prize for Drawing in 1999. He
has been selected as a Dobell Prize Finalist fifteen times,
won the Doug Moran National Portrait Prize in 2002 and has
been exhibited in the Archibald Prize eight times. Fairbairn
teaches at the National Art School, Sydney. David works on
350gsm Arches watercolour paper sometimes with oil
sticks, chinagraph pencils but only uses oil paint for
monotypes. He starts out with etchings then draws over the
top working with charcoal and drawing inks mixed with
shellac to create a glaze. David was our guest speaker in
November last year.

Please also email Caroline advising of
your remittance
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au

Ku-ring-gai Art Centre
Art Classes 2015
Semester 2 brochure available
on website (link below)
BOOKINGS
T 9424 0310
E artcentre@kmc.nsw.gov.au
W www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/artcentre

Future Workshops for 2015
14 November - Judith White Mixed Media

Plein Air Painters of Australia Venues

Gregory’s 2000

UBD 2000
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Please send Ku-ring-gai Art Society
news to:
Linda Joyce, c/o Ku-ring-gai Art Society
PO Box 229 Turramurra 2074

16-Oct-15

Little Sirius Cove

316

K12

23-Oct-15

Clareville Beach, Delecta Avenue

169

F1

118 L1

30-Oct-15

Clareville Beach, Delecta Avenue

169

F1

118 L1

06-Nov-15

Aquatic Park, Longueville

314

D11

215 D11

Deadline for information for next
newsletter

13-Nov-15

Aquatic Park, Longueville

314

D11

215 D11

Friday 9 October 2015

For more information please ring Jim Attril 9918 8625 or Ed Sturz 9971 5513 Founder: Allan Waite FRAS AWI

Email: lindajoyce@optusnet.com.au

