
Reminiscent of Don Quixote, Stephen Hall took us on an artistic journey with his fantasy art char-
acter, Merry-Andrew the Limner and his horse. Merry Andrew the Limner (meaning the clown or 
buffoon who paints – the foolish artist) is an integral part of many of his works, sometimes partici-
pating and sometimes observing. Stephen’s subject matter is heavily symbolic often involving big 
themes.“It is important for me to make comments. About things – and to put poetry in there.”
His artwork is a response to issues which move him, rather than painting things he has seen.
Stephen grew up with his parents in Broken Hill. His sister would go to school, and his father 
to work, and he and his mother would paint and draw all day together. “We were like Braque 
and Picasso.” At about 3:00 pm the painting was packed up and his mum would start preparing 
dinner. For him it was the most natural thing in the world to paint and draw and become an artist. 
(His father was a history teacher, and he is now an artist and an art history teacher, and so has 
followed both his parents!)
Stephen continues to draw prodigiously. He teaches 2 ½ days each week, and on those days 
he also manages 8 hours of drawing. On the other days, more! (working primarily with ink and a 
brush or pen, he regards himself as a drawer rather than a painter.)
Both a sculptor and drawer, Stephen has exhibited with Sculpture on the Sea, the Dobell drawing 
prize (before it was closed) and Kedumba. The Art gallery of NSW has some of his works in their 
collection. “Since 2007 I have been “Proudly Independent” (ie not with a commercial gallery). The 
problem with being with a commercial gallery, Stephen told us, is that they want consistency in 
your work, not variety. It can kill creativity. As galleries usually have a stable of 24 to 30 artists, 
that provides the galleries all the variety they want. 
Picasso, after his rose period and blue period, was already famous and so could experiment and 
change and the galleries accepted this. But for lesser mortals they are not so accepting and want 
you to produce something similar each time.
Stephen demonstrated for us by continuing on a work he is preparing for an upcoming exhibition. 
His favourite paper is Saunderford HP, and his favourite ink, Sennelier – a shellac based ink.
The work displayed a group of horses galloping. He had drawn up the horses in fine pencil, and 
was now completing each horse in ink. The horses were free with bits of armour and saddles fall-
ing away. The drawing reference for the horses was taken from early artworks showing running 
horses, not from horses themselves. “I am an art boy not a farm boy!”
The work references multiple previous artworks but with many changes (eg the horses have lost 
their riders!)With each stroke Stephen tested the tone of the ink with a small dash “a tadpole” 
at the bottom or top of the paper. He intended leaving those marks on the finished work as they 
have their own liveliness. Using a fine brush, Stephen dipped into the ink, and then also had a 
container of clean water and a rag to adjust tone with. He used to wait for each layer of ink to dry 
before doing another, but in the interests of time he has now mastered a technique, his version of 
“wet in wet” where he can apply differing tones without having to wait for the underneath layer to 
dry. “I go to the dark side slowly.”
The work takes many hours and requires patience. He advises that with experience patience 
comes because at each stage of the work you know that it is working. Impatience comes when 
you do something too early because you want to see what it will look like when finished.
Don’t miss Stephen’s upcoming exhibition at ARO Gallery William Street, Sydney, October 2 – 13 
2019. (Details on Stephen Hall’s facebook page).
We are hoping to arrange a workshop with Stephen next year. He is a very popular tutor on draw-
ing with ink. Look out for it!

Thomasin Graham
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Next General Meeting  
Tuesday 1 October 2019 at 
7.30pm Masonic Hall, Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave
Next Committee Meeting  
Monday 26 August 2019 at 
7.30pm 207 Mona Vale Road, St 
Ives

President Liz Harriott  
liz.harriott@hotmail.com
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson 
0400 119 211 
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld 
0407 487 391 
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Patrons 
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart
For Society questions or  
enquiries contact:
Any Society or Membership  
enquiries: Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Financial Matters/Payments:  
Caroline Oesterheld  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Exhibitions & Entries:  
Robyne Berling  
rcberling@icloud.com
Website: 
Bryan Freer 
bryanfreer@gmail.com
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MEMBERS NEWS

Website
Click on the Gallery tab 
to view members’ work 
currently showing and  
see instructions for  
adding your own artwork.

 
Exhibiting Membership Intake
The next intake is to be announced: All 
Social Members who wish to apply for 
Exhibiting Membership should go to our 
website and please read all the conditions 
carefully.
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application/
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application

Upcoming Guest Speakers for 2019
1 October – Coco Elder, Painter, Drawer, 
ceramicist of the natural environment. 
5 November – Neale Joseph, Oils, Land-
scapes, 
3 December – Christmas Party.

Online CVs
Members please send your CVs to the Sec-
retary Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au for inclusion in 
the electronic information to be available at 
future exhibitions.

New Members
Welcome Sam Chuah, Robert Chung-Gon, 
Dorothy Davis, Romina Goy, Jennifer Hat-
field, Marguerite de Fondaumiere.

New Exhibiting Members
Congratulations to Heidi Chung, Becky 
Diacono, Delphine Hill, Norah Hosking, 
Lalit Mital and Brenda Willis.
KAS Awards Exhibition Peoples’ 
Choice Award and Raffle winner
Peter Cuk won the raffle prize and L.A. 
Groblicica won the viewers’ choice 
for Stephen Williams’ work Dawn on 
Castlereagh in Blue.

www.ourkas.com.au

Coco is a practicing artist specialising in 
Painting and Ceramics. Alongside her 
teaching position in Visual Arts at a high 
school on Sydney’s Northern Beaches, 
Coco has also been a Lecturer at the 
College of Fine Arts (COFA) at UNSW.
Her greatest inspiration and love of life 
is the Australian natural landscape. As 
a child, Coco learnt to shape pots from 
clay found on the side of the road with 
weekends spent in the Blue Mountains. 
Her Father, also a painter, instilled the 
love of oil paints and dabbling with the 
elements of texture, colour and move-
ment, along with inspiring aspects of 
Expressionism, Abstraction and painting 
with light.
Following the loss of her home and 
studio with a crashing grey gum in a 
storm, back in 1997, Coco was driven 
to complete her Bachelor of Art Edu-
cation degree.  Working between the 
disciplines of teaching and practicing 
artist, enables her to see ‘the other’ with 
fresher eyes and renewed clarity. “My 
teaching profession and art practice 
have become cyclical, one discipline 
feeds the other”.
“Painting brings me into the highest 
state of consciousness. It is in this 
moment, I lose myself and enter a state 
of formlessness. The paradox is, that 
my practice is about creating forms and 
shaping narratives. It is a journey that 
keeps me continually seeking….”.
Coco’s practice has always involved 
sketching outdoors, particularly in Ku-
ring-gai Chase National Park, close 
to her home on the Northern Beaches 
where she is surrounded by natural 
bushland. “I like the immediacy of 
responding to the landscape in which I 
find myself. I can sketch the same es-
carpment over again and new palettes, 
shapes and forms will present them-
selves.  I may not like what I produce 
but when I take it back to the studio and 
out of context, I return to the same mo-
ment in time with the realisation I have 
taken on a small part of that place”. 
Recently she has been experimenting 
with carving back through paper.

G u e s t  A r t i s t
1  O c t o b e r
C o c o  E l d e r

Congratulations to the Winners of 
Lane Cove Art Awards 2019 
Anne Cockle, 1st - Prize Oils or Acrylics.
Pat Wilson, 1st Prize, Scene in or around 
Sydney
Caroline Oesterheld, Commended, Scene in 
or around Sydney.
Madeleine Szymanski, Highly Commended, 
Watercolours.

KAS Spring Exhibition
14 Oct - 27 Oct 
Bump In Sunday 13 Oct 
Meet the Artists 17 Oct 7pm
All paintings must be sealed at the back 
preferably with a “Kikusui “ Tape (or similar) 
which is available from Art Stores.
This tape comes in brown and white and in 
varying widths. It is self adhesive and comes 
on a roll.
Do not seal the backs of your painting with 
packaging tape, masking tape or Cellotape 
as these tapes are not archival and will 
disintegrate after some time leaving the pos-
sibility open for moisture and then mould-
toenter the back of the painting.
Make sure that the cord on the back of the 
painting for hanging is properly stapled by 
your framer. A home stapler is not a suitable 
method for fixing the cord to the back of the 
painting.
The other alternative is to use “D” rings 
to attach the wire or cord. These should 
be covered with a small piece of tape to 
prevent any damage occurring to other 
paintings during the intake and dismantle of 
the exhibition
Please do not use Screw Eyes.
If you submit an unframed canvas then the 
canvas edge must be a minimum of 30mm 
wide and the edges must be painted.
Make sure that the frames are undamaged 
and clean.
If your painting is framed under glass make 
sure that the matt and the inside of the glass 
are clean.
Happy painting and framing!

visual dialogues 2019

we would like to invite you to an exhibition of  
ceramics, painting, pastels, photography,  

printmaking and sculpture by

Chanel Fallon - David Hammersley 
Eva Molnar - Joo Ri Moon - Vladimir Pavlovic 

Andrew Urge and Jeanette Watson

Monday 16th - Sunday 29th September

Open daily 10-4pm

Opening event
Sunday 22nd September, 2019 1 - 5 pm

For further information please contact 0404 094 322

Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre

25 Edgeworth Avenue,  
Hornsby 2077 NSW
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27-Sep-19 Hunters Hill, Old Town Hall, Alenxander & Ferry St      314   F14   215   F14
4-Oct-19 North Harbour Reserve, Condamine St, Balgowlah        287   K10   197   K10
11-Oct-19 Davis Marina, Gourlay St, North Harbour                      288    A11
18-Oct-19 Bible Garden ,Mitchell Road,Palm Beach                     140    B2     98     Q4
25-Oct-19 Grotto Point Lookout, Tabulam Rd, Balgowlah Hts        287   J16   197   J16
1-Nov-19 Crater Cove Lookout, Dobroyd Scenic Drive                  288   A15   197   L15
8-Nov-19 Edgecliffe Esplanade, Seaforth                                       287   A10   197   A10
15-Nov-19 Aquatic Park, Mary St, Longueville                                314   D11   215   D11
22-Nov-19 Manns Point Park, Prospect St, Greenwich                   315   A14   215   L14

Plein Air Painters of Australia
Founder:  Allan Waite FRAS AWI
Contacts:  Patrick Hamer 
  0400328483
  Jim Attrill 
  9918 8625
Group meets at these locations  
0930 till 1200 on Fridays weather permitting.  

Treasurer’s  
Report
Financial Statement

As of 25 August, 2019

   
 

Payments can be made to the Society 
at any time by post, direct deposit or 
online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
BSB: 633 000  
Account 156977167
Please also email Caroline advising of 
your remittance:  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 
 
The results from the Awards Exhibition 
are 52 paintings sold for $29,500.

ASSETS
Lighting and Equipment  

Term Deposits  

CASH ON HAND 
  Bendigo

Receipts and Expenses
Receipts 

Direct Expenses  
Gross Reciepts 

Expenses 
OperatingReciepts 

Interest Income 
Net Receipts

Newsletter items only send to:  
Lana-Leigh Lombard 
Next deadline is 7 October 2019 
Email: lana@lombard.id.au
All other queries about Ku-ring-gai Art 
Society, please direct to  
Jan Harrington-Johnson (Secretary) 
hidale@optusnet.com.au  
or 0400119211

$5,850 
$171,590
 
 
$3,743

$94,122 
($72,871) 
$21.251 
($18,556) 
$2,695 
$1,755 
$4,450

Phone: 02 9144 6711

Pigment Lab is a purveyor of fine art, design & illustration supplies. We are one of 
the top art store’s in sydney, Located on Enmore Road, Newtown, in the heart of a 
vibrant arts community.
We provide products of a higher quality suitable for artists, designers & students 
coupled with an unmatched level of product expertise and customer service.
Come in and take your time perusing our shop and we will take the time to ensure 
you are getting exactly what you need for your next creation. Navigate our art 
supplies online and if there is anything you need help with, please do not hesitate to 
contact us as we are more than happy to help you.
Phone: +61 2 9516 1519
Email: info@pigmentlab.com.au
Shop 3, 80 Enmore Rd, Newtown NSW, 2042



OUR KAS WORKSHOPS 2019
Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au

CASS REPORT
CASS AGM
The Combined Art Societies 
of Sydney Inc’s AGM will 
be held on 22ndSeptember 2019 from 
2:30pm at the Bankstown Art Society 
rooms at 5 Olympic Parade Bankstown.
Members of KAS would be very 
welcome.
EXHIBITIONS
To celebrate CASS turning 30 this year 
(founded in 1989) a series of Exhibitions 
were held at
Gallery ONE88, Katoomba: ’Art in the 
Mountains’ from 13 Aug to 1 Sept 2019
4 Ku Ring Gai Art Society artists - Made-
leine Szymanski, Suzanne Lane, Jennifer 
O’Young and Dee Jackson – were in-
volved in this Exhibition
Jennifer O’Young sold one painting – with 
a total of 19 artworks were sold over the 
3 week period
https://www.galleryone88finearts.com/
about
The CASS Cottage 
The CASS Cottage is available at $250 
for two nights or $700 for a week as of 1 
July, which is very good value for 6 or 7 
people. More details can be obtained by 
visiting the CASS website.
October is Art Month 
CASS Art Direct Open Studios art trail 
is an opportunity to experience the 
inspired and unique work of local artists
Please visit the website to register your 
Art Studio & for dates/ locations of all 
participating artists:  
www.cassartdirect.com.au
30th CASS  
“Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition  
The 30th CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards 
Exhibition painting take-in is on Saturday 
11 Jan 2020.
Judging will be Sunday 12 Jan 2020
Exhibition Bump In is on Friday 24 
Jan, with Special Buyers Preview from 
4:00pm until 6:00pm on that day.
Exhibition opens Sat 25 Jan until 
Tuesday 28 Jan, 2020. Opening hours 
are 10:00am until 6:00pm.
The exhibition is open on Australia Day 
and the Australia Day Holiday.
The ‘CASS Honours…’ Award will 
continue in 2020 as part of the 30th 
CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition.
In 2018 Robyne Berling was the 
inaugural ‘CASS Honours…’ Award 
nominee. 
In 2019 Jan Harrington-Johnson was 
nominated, as the Ku-ring-gai art Society 
Society’s choice.
More details can be obtained by visiting 
the CASS website:  
www.combinedartsocieties.com  
OR emailing 
combinedartsocieties@yahoo.com.au

Kristin Hardiman 
Was on the 17 August 2019

Gwendoline Lewis 
Will be on the 9 November 2019

Pastellist from Newcastle, specialising in Maritime 
scenes, Landscapes and Seascapes.
“Living near Newcastle harbour has inspired me to paint 
the coal ships and the ever changing scenes around 
Newcastle’s working harbor and windswept beaches. I 
have lived near the sea for the past 40 years of my life 
and the first 20 years were in an isolated country land-
scape.  Both of these environments have had a strong 
influence on my painting.
I have taught painting in regional galleries throughout 
Sydney, Newcastle and Maitland over the past ten years 
as well as currently teaching private classes and giving 
workshops to groups. I currently work at my private 
studio in Mayfield.
I studied a degree in Fine Art majoring in painting at 
Newcastle University graduating in 2001. My techniques 
and subject matter can be quite diverse which reflects 
my eclectic early training, and there is a distinctive style 
woven into the painted and drawn images.
My major interests are painting in Oils and Soft Pastels. 
Subjects include Maritime scenes, Landscapes and 
Seascapes.

Kristin helped us work through painting a portrait first 
painted by Leonardo Da Vinci called “Lady with an 
Ermine.” She gave us the history of Leon Da Vinci’s 
painting practice of the times opening a new understand-
ing of this portrait.  
This delicate painting was an exercise for us to study 
proportion of the human face, to paint in a medium of 
our own choice with emphasis on tonal values. We had 
painters of oils, pastel, watercolour, gouache and pencils, 
and it was interesting to see the portrait painted in these 
different mediums. 
The day passed too quickly but she has left us keen to 
finish our paintings at home and forward to her our com-
pleted works. We were left with the feeling that this was 
not just another workshop but that our teacher Kristin 
Hardiman gave us the inspiration to continue to develop 
and practice a high standard of portraiture. 

Dominique Millar 
Was on the 21 September 2019

This workshop focused on drawing animals and what 
makes a good drawing. We started with observation 
firstly to look at the skeletal and muscular structure of 
a horse, and compared this to a drawing of a horse by 
Leonardo da Vinci. We observed and then recreated the 
drawing- noticing how the lines and shading indicating 
the skeleton and muscles were key to give the horse its 
volume and shape. Our next task was to draw a grey-
hound in the style of Durer. For this image, the hair and 
the direction of the hair was used to indicate the volume. 
Jordaen’s cows and Reynold’s cats showed us how 2 
colours (red and black or black and white on tonal paper) 
could be used effectively to create a realistic image with 
volume, shape and texture. After lunch, we were set to 
the task of drawing one of our own animals in whichev-
er style we preferred. The output was a lovely range of 
dogs, cats and cows with character in every line. This 
was a small, intimate and enjoyable class, with a knowl-
edgeable, fun and helpful tutor in Dominique.


