
“Art involves exposing our deep thoughts and passion and takes courage – so hats off to you” – 
Neale told us at our November meeting. Neale’s journey as an artist is unusual. In primary school 
he won all the art prizes and clearly had a gift for art. The other kids would watch him draw and 
paint. When he was in year 7, his art teacher – Miss Smudge (no less), told the other kids to 
watch her and not Neale because he wouldn’t amount to much! 
Neale didn’t take up a paintbrush again until many years later. He studied technical drawing at 
TAFE and became a carpenter. “I did paint 2 or 3 paintings a year. Aunty Alice would buy them.”
In his late 20s, with a pregnant wife at the time, he realized that he did have a God given gift and 
talent and should use it. Overnight he ceased being a carpenter and became a full time artist. For 
the first three years he went out every day and painted en plein air. “Painting plein air is not easy. 
It can be challenging.” Neale told us a story about Fred Williams who was painting plein air when 
a group of hikers came past and stopped and looked and commented. Then another group of 
hikers came through – also stopped and gave advice. At that point Fred decided to pack up and 
go home!
Neale’s work sold well at galleries and exhibitions and his career has never looked back. He has 
had sell out exhibitions at Holdsworth gallery, Heart of Australia NSW, and as recently as 2016 at 
Latitude Zero, a resort in the Telo Islands.
When exhibiting at a Melbourne Gallery, he saw an Arthur Boyd painting which he wanted to buy. 
It was $12,500. Too expensive for him at that time. In a strange twist of fate the gallery rang him 
later to tell him that Arthur Boyd had been in, loved his painting – and bought it! Boyd said that he 
had captured the light and the scene had brought back memories for him.
Neale has owned and run galleries – most recently at Crown Resort Terrigal, but lately has been 
doing almost exclusively commissions, which he generally paints in his studio. In September 
2020 he will be holding a one man exhibition and so will head out for more plein air work next 
year to prepare for that.
While we were viewing a video depicting Neale working plein air and in the studio working on 
extremely large works, Neale kindly demonstrated for us. With unbelievable skill and dexterity, 
Neale completed a seascape in oils. He used a painting he had painted earlier as a reference. 
His free and confident brushstrokes were an inspiration. He initially ruled a straight horizon line. 
He then painted clouds at sunset above the line. “I am strategic in where I put a cloud Clouds are 
important to draw the eye to where you want the viewer’s eye to go.” In this case, the eye was 
lead to the breaking of waves on the beach.
Living on the Central Coast, Neale is a keen surfer and spends a lot of time at the beach. He 
knows it well. “Don’t be too particular with waves. They are moving and can be a bit more blurred 
with movement.” Neale generally paints on MDF laminated board from Bunnings, on to which he 
glues canvas with acid free glue.

When painting in the studio, always use a warm light or daylight, not a cool white light as it brings out the cools too much. He uses fingers 
from time to time to smooth an area or blend something in. He doesn’t use medium. He buys his art supplies from ArtSupplies Australia 
at Hornsby. “But it is sometimes good to use different things. It’s not what you use but how you use it. Each and every person is different. 
Others don’t see things the way you do. Each person has a unique gift. Don’t just use observation but also interpretation. It’s in your heart. If 
nothing else feel encouraged because you are unique.”
Well we certainly loved watching Neale paint with his unique gift. And we feel very honoured because he doesn’t normally do demonstrations 
– so we were very lucky! Thankyou Neale for coming down from the Central Coast in order to demonstrate for us. Check out Neale Joseph’s 
website at www.nealejoseph.com

Thomasin Graham
Neale sent a photo of the finished painting (top right image), a few days after the demonstration to show the extra work he’d done to 
complete it.“...the night really was just blocked in with colour and the 2nd stage it starts to take shape. I wanted to encourage people so 
they didn’t think wow we should all do an artwork in 40 mins... there’s no prizes for how quick when people normally ask me how long a 
painting takes I say oh usually takes about a week and 58 years... so it’s probably an encouragement to show it certainly was far from 
finished...”
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Next General Meeting  
Tuesday 3 December 2019 at 
7.30pm Masonic Hall, Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave
Next Committee Meeting  
Monday 25 November 2019 at 
7.30pm 207 Mona Vale Road, St 
Ives

President Liz Harriott  
liz.harriott@hotmail.com
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson 
0400 119 211 
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld 
0407 487 391 
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Patrons 
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart
For Society questions or  
enquiries contact:
Any Society or Membership  
enquiries: Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Financial Matters/Payments:  
Caroline Oesterheld  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Exhibitions & Entries:  
Robyne Berling  
rcberling@icloud.com
Website: 
Bryan Freer 
bryanfreer@gmail.com
 

Neale Joseph  November 2019  
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MEMBERS NEWS

Website
Click on the Gallery tab 
to view members’ work 
currently showing and  
see instructions for  
adding your own artwork.

 
Exhibiting Membership Intake
The next intake is to be announced: All 
Social Members who wish to apply for 
Exhibiting Membership should go to our 
website and please read all the conditions 
carefully.
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application/
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application

Online CVs
Members please send your CVs to the 
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au for inclusion in 
the electronic information to be available at 
future exhibitions.

New Members
Welcome Marguerite De Fondaumiere,  
Ann Viney, Philip Rochai and Wendy Ya.

Exhibiting Members 
The next opportunity to apply for Exhibiting 
Member status will be on Friday 8 May 
and Friday 7 August, 9am-9.30 start, at 
the Turramurra Masonic Rooms. Members 
should check the website for application 
procedure and KAS Exhibitions in 2020

KAS AGM 2020
The KAS AGM meeting is to be held on the  
3 March 2020.

KAS Exhibitions 2020
Autumn Exhibition – 9 to 22 March, intake 8 
March,
Awards Exhibition – 20 July to 2 August, 
intake 19 July,
Spring Exhibition – 12 to 25 October, intake 
11 October.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Sadami Konchi as her 
“The Joy of Reading in a Library” was 
selected from Australia for International 
ParaArt in Tokyo,  

20 - 24 November 2019. www.paraart.jp.

www.ourkas.com.au

There will be no guest speaker on the 
3rd of December as we will be having 
our End of Year Party. There will be 
catering and drinks provided so come 
along for a little celebration of a creative 
and art-filled year.
Please bring a Khris Kringle gift to 
exchange!

C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y
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Congratularions to Daria Hahn who won the 
Watercolour award at the RAS Art School 
exhibition with her entry “Savusavu Fiji”.

Exhibition Entry Form Manager
Sadhana Desai will be taking up the position 
of Exhibition Entry Form Manager.  
Thank-you Sadhana and all the other 
volunteers and helpers that work so hard to 
make the society run smoothly.

Vale
It is with great sadness that we heard of 
the passing of Patrick Carroll, one of our 
members.

Spring Exhibition 2019
This exhibiton, 32 works sold for a total 
of $20,585. Thank you to everyone who 
helped, created the artworks and worked 
the roster (especially those who did extra!)

Jacky Pearson Wallabadah 
Workshops
Art Shack, Wallabadah
7/8/9 th Dec 2019
The workshops offer a mix of outdoor 
and studio painting, there have been rave 
reviews from tutors and students about the 
working farm, old sheds and cars and por-
traits, fantastic location and local town and 
countryside and the lovely people who run it.
Phone: 0427 462155
Maximum Students: 12
Open to artists with moderate to advanced 
skill levels
Cost:    $ 320       (2 days)
            $ 420        (3 days)
Accommodation and meals options:
Package 1: Breakfast, Lunch & dinner plus 
ensuite accommodation 
a) $ 95 single b) $105 double c) $125 queen 
extra: Cooked breakfast - $12.00.  
Morning and afternoon tea included.
Package 2: It is also possible to cook your 
own meals and accommodation is $55 to 
$85 per night depending on room size.  
Package 3: Camping is also an option $25 
per night for powered site.
Wallabadah is a town in the New England 
region of New South Wales, Australia. The 
town is located 55 kilometres south of Tam-
worth on the New England Highway and is 
in the Liverpool Plains Shire.
We will paint a mixture of Plein Air and 
studio subjects, when you book I will send 
a suggested materials list.  It will be a lot of 
fun with a huge variety of subject matter, old 
sheds, animals, vistas, the old town.
email Jacky: jacky@jackypearson.co.nz 
and more info on Jacky: 
www.jackypearson.co.nz
to book contact Tania and Roger:
taniarod@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0427 462155

Vale: Patrick Carroll 1949-2019
Patrick worked for 45 
years as a professional 
artist. He worked on the 
North Shore of Sydney 
and has in the past 
presented a workshop 
for KAS. 
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Central Coast artist Cheryl is primarily a 
watercolour artist, specializing in loose 
and impressionistic paintings covering 
a wide variety of subject matter from 
still life, to seascape, landscape, boats, 
horses and portraits. She has recently 
spent 7 weeks travelling around Spain 
and France, painting daily and tutoring 
her first international watercolour retreat.
She was instrumental in the start up and 
running of Artspace Umina, and is part of 
the new gallery opening this month - Art 
Gallery on Palm Beach. 
Having travelled extensively and 
currently living on the NSW Central 
Coast Cheryl takes inspiration from the 
environment around her. The Central 
Coast provides an abundance of 
inspiration. She paints and sketches en 
plein air regularly with a focus on honing 
observation skills, and working quickly 
to impart the feeling of the subject rather 
than depict every detail.
Cheryl’s passion for art and materials 
of all shapes and sizes, and a gift for 
sharing makes her a popular mentor and 
tutor. 
While many artists consider themselves 
‘painters of light’ I am drawn to the 
shadows, loving to depict the glowing 
and changing colours in the shadow 
passages which I feel makes the 
highlights sing. I love to create drama the 
darks.



22-Nov-19 Manns Point Park, Prospect St, Greenwich                  315   A14   215   L14
29-Nov-19 Bayview Park, Pittwater Road, Mona Vale                   169    B13   117   G12
6-Dec-19 Bayview Park, Pittwater Road, Mona Vale                     169    B13   117   G12
13-Dec-19 Balls Head, Waverton                                                   315    E16   215   Q16
20-Dec-19 Balls Head, Waverton                                                   315    E16   215   Q16

Plein Air Painters of Australia
Founder:  Allan Waite FRAS AWI
Contacts:  Patrick Hamer 
  0400328483
  Jim Attrill 
  9918 8625
Group meets at these locations  
0930 till 1200 on Fridays weather permitting.  

Treasurer’s  
Report
Financial Statement
As of 30 September, 2019

    

Payments can be made to the Society 
at any time by post, direct deposit or 
online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
BSB: 633 000  
Account 156977167
Please also email Caroline advising of 
your remittance:  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 

ASSETS
Lighting and Equipment  

Term Deposits  

CASH ON HAND 
  Bendigo

Receipts and Expenses
Receipts 

Direct Expenses  
Gross Reciepts 

Expenses 
OperatingReciepts 

Interest Income 
Net Receipts

Newsletter items only send to:  
Lana-Leigh Lombard 
Next deadline is 10 January 2019 
Email: lana@lombard.id.au
All other queries about Ku-ring-gai Art 
Society, please direct to  
Jan Harrington-Johnson (Secretary) 
hidale@optusnet.com.au  
or 0400119211

$5,850 
$169,109
 
 
$23,485

$114,616 
($76,138) 
$38.478 
($22,195) 
$16,283 
$2,274 
$18,557

He moved to the Central Coast about ten 
years ago. 
Patrick won many art awards. He travelled 
widely and took up art residencies around 
the world including one in Venice. He had 
40 solo exhibitions and countless group 
exhibitions. 
Patrick worked hard and had a fulfilling art 
career. It is truly sad that he had a tragic 
and untimely death.

Maurice Kelly       Member Spotlight

The Committee and Members of KAS 
would like to thank Maurice for all the 
wonderful photos he has taken at KAS 
Exhibitions and General Meetings. We 
really appreciate his work and dedication.

Patrick Carroll



OUR KAS WORKSHOPS 2019
Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au

CASS REPORT
The CASS Cottage  
The CASS Cottage is 
available at $250 for two 
nights or $700 for a week as of 1 July, 
which is very good value for 6 or 7 
people. More details can be obtained by 
visiting the CASS website.
October is Art Month 
CASS Art Direct Open Studios art trail 
is an opportunity to experience the 
inspired and unique work of local artists
Please visit the website to register your 
Art Studio & for dates/ locations of all 
participating artists:  
www.cassartdirect.com.au
30th CASS  
“Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition  
The 30th CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards 
Exhibition painting take-in is on Saturday 
11 Jan 2020. Judging will be Sunday 12 
Jan 2020
Exhibition Bump In is on Friday 24 
Jan, with Special Buyers Preview from 
4:00pm until 6:00pm on that day.
Exhibition opens Sat 25 Jan until 
Tuesday 28 Jan, 2020. Opening hours 
are 10:00am until 6:00pm.
The exhibition is open on Australia Day 
and the Australia Day Holiday.
The ‘CASS Honours…’ Award will 
continue in 2020 as part of the 30th 
CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition.
In 2018 Robyne Berling was the 
inaugural ‘CASS Honours…’ Award 
nominee. 
In 2019 Jan Harrington-Johnson was 
nominated, as the Ku-ring-gai art Society 
Society’s choice.
More details can be obtained by visiting 
the CASS website:  
www.combinedartsocieties.com  
OR emailing 
combinedartsocieties@yahoo.com.au

Gwendoline Lewis 
Was on the 9 November 2019

November’s workshop was one of the few pastel work-
shops to be found in Sydney with Gwendolin Lewis.  
Gwendolin is based in Newcastle and has been painting 
with pastels for many years on many subjects.  The 
subject for the workshop today was Big Ships, inspired 
by the shipping industry based in the Port of Newcastle.  
Gwendolin brought along many pictures of ships in the 
port – great tankers flanked by a fleet of pilot and tug 
boats for us to paint.
Gwendolin uses pastel in a very painterly way, utilising 
water or methylated spirits to work into the pastels with 
a brush which produces a painted effect to the back-
ground.  She also demonstrated the use of gesso and 
other medium to produce diverse effects on the pastels.  
The 13 people at the workshop had a great day,  and 
produced some lovely images of these extremely large 
and impressive vessels, some of which are displayed 
below.
Gwendolin’s website is www.gwendolinpastel.net, Visit 
to see some of her beautiful work.

Upcoming KAS Workshops for 2020 

Happy Christmas to all our Members! 

Wishing you all a peaceful holiday break with lots of opportunity to 
paint and enjoy time with your loved ones!

Seraphina is a generous teacher who will teach you 
how to make a solar plate to take home from which 
you can make prints into the future. More details will 
be provided in the January newsletter.

Seraphina Martin 
Will be on 15 February 2020

Jackie Pearson 
Will be on 20 June 2020

A popular N.Z Watercolourist. More details will be 
provided in the January newsletter.


