
Our very own Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park is the major inspiration for the fabulous 
landscape art of Coco Elder. Familiar places such as Salvation Creek, America Bay, Diamond 
Bay, Akuna Bay, McCarrs Creek and the broad escarpment emerge in her work as places of 
rare beauty. Coco heads into the bush and sketches with layers of watercolour wash on which 
she uses pastels to overlay with expressive linework.
She initially struggled when translating these sketches into oil paintings as she lost the layering 
effect she liked with the watercolour. She developed her carving technique. After painting the 
landscape in oils, she uses a drill to carve expressive, gestural lines into the work, carving back 
into the gesso.
Her father, also an artist, used to make Japanese style screens where he carved into the 
laminated wood. Joshua Yeldham was another influence, especially his emphasis on pattern in 
his landscapes with the use of a carved line.The oils are generally done on wood, but at times 
she paints on thick paper with a heavy GSM and carves into this. 
Another major artistic influence was Cezanne, and his theories about geometric shapes in 
the landscape in particular. “He understood the lie of the land.” She loved visiting his studio in 
France, a mere 9m x 9 m still just as he left it.
Coco sees layers of shapes; sometimes smaller triangles leading to larger triangles; sometimes 
on a macro level – like the inside of branches. She particularly loves reflections where the 
shapes are repeated and the patterns emerge. At times there are abstract reflections of water, 
like an aerial view looking into puddles. Over the years a feeling for indigenous art has come 
into her being and her work.
Coco also loves Bonnard, a colourist extraordinaire. Another influence is Fred Williams – “his 
simplicity in the way he saw the land. He flattened it but at the same time we could meander 
through it.” Coco will manipulate both what is there in order to enhance her design, and the 
palette and colours she uses for a particular painting. 
Carving cannot commence until the paint is absolutely dry, and so she generally has a few 
paintings on the go at the same time. She paints at her studio at Avalon. Some works are very 
large and the carving in particular necessitate standing on ladders and wearing face masks. 
Finally she will glaze with varnish. But not too many layers as she doesn’t like it too glossy. A 
varnish does give it lustre and protection. Her palette, whilst in use, she keeps in the freezer.
Coco also produces beautiful ceramics which sometimes incorporate painted landscapes.
After leaving school Coco studied architecture, but found that her heart wasn’t in it. She then 
went to COFA, following which she initially taught art full time. Only later did she make the big 
decision to stop teaching and set up her own studio. She used to paint full time in her studio on 
the northern beaches. Some years ago a large storm caused extensive damage to her home 
and studio and she had to leave immediately taking nothing other than the clothes she was 
wearing. “This made me realize the lack of importance of objects. And it made me realize I was 
isolated and insulated working alone in my studio. I went back to art education and since then 
have taught part time both at high school and as a lecturer at UNSW in addition to painting in 
my studio.”
Coco’s exquisite work is currently on exhibition at Rochford Gallery at North Sysney (from 16 
October to 8th December). Don’t miss it!
Thanks Coco  We loved seeing your interpretation of the natural beauty of Ku-ring-gai Chase.

Thomasin Graham
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Next General Meeting  
Tuesday 5 November 2019 at 
7.30pm Masonic Hall, Turramurra
Cnr Pacific Hwy & Turramurra Ave
Next Committee Meeting  
Monday 28 October 2019 at 
7.30pm 207 Mona Vale Road, St 
Ives

President Liz Harriott  
liz.harriott@hotmail.com
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson 
0400 119 211 
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Treasurer Caroline Oesterheld 
0407 487 391 
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Patrons 
Lou Klepac & Meg Stewart
For Society questions or  
enquiries contact:
Any Society or Membership  
enquiries: Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au
Financial Matters/Payments:  
Caroline Oesterheld  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au
Exhibitions & Entries:  
Robyne Berling  
rcberling@icloud.com
Website: 
Bryan Freer 
bryanfreer@gmail.com
 

Coco Elder October 2019  
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MEMBERS NEWS

Website
Click on the Gallery tab 
to view members’ work 
currently showing and  
see instructions for  
adding your own artwork.

 

Exhibiting Membership Intake
The next intake is to be announced: All 
Social Members who wish to apply for 
Exhibiting Membership should go to our 
website and please read all the conditions 
carefully.
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application/
http://ourkas.com.au/membership/ exhib-
iting-membership-application

Upcoming Guest Speakers for 2019
5 November - Neale Joseph Oil Landscapes 
3 December - Christmas Party.

Online CVs
Members please send your CVs to the 
Secretary Jan Harrington-Johnson  
hidale@optusnet.com.au for inclusion in 
the electronic information to be available at 
future exhibitions.

New Members
Welcome Mita Chakraborty, Shipra Shah, 
Ellie Chapple, Hyeran Park.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Sadami Konchi who has 
won the May Gibbs Fellowship. 
Congratulations to William Choi whose  
“Newtown light“ pastel was selected as a 
winner of an American Art Award 2019 in the 
Impressionism Landscape section in which 
he tied 6th place!

www.ourkas.com.au

Born in Sydney in 1961, Neale Joseph 
is a painter whose artistic oeuvre has 
developed out of a principally plein-air 
tradition.
He presents the viewer with a visual-
ly dynamic yet painterly vision of the 
Australian landscape that fluctuates 
between representation and abstraction.
Neale has exhibited regularly in both 
solo and group exhibitions Australia 
wide and was invited to exhibit at Par-
liament House in Canberra in 2008. His 
works have hung in exhibition alongside 
the likes of Arthur Boyd, Brett Whitely 
and John Olsen.
Neale has won both the Veuve Clicquot 
and Great South Land Art Prizes and 
has garnered acclaim from Australian 
and International icons such as Arthur 
Boyd, Pro Hart, former United States 
President George Bush Snr, and former 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard.

G u e s t  A r t i s t
5  N o v e m b e r 
N e a l e  J o s e p h

Your KAS needs YOU!
Seeking Exhibition Entry Form 
Manager
Your KAS is about to automate our exhibi-
tion entry forms online through our.kas.com 
website.  We will need to have an Exhibition 
Entry Form Manager.  KAS can only contin-
ue if we have new volunteers come forward 
and do their bit.  By automating exhibition 
entry forms we hope to reduce the load by 
spreading the load across our volunteers.  
Maybe two of you feel you can do the job; 
this would not be a problem; and you do not 
need to be an exhibiting member.
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn new 
skills and get to know more arty people in 
the society.
The Manager will need to be available for 
the weeks post entry form due date until the 
bump in date for the three exhibitions a year. 
They will need strong experience at excel 
and word tables.........and extensive intra 
website skills.  We will provide thorough 
training and you will have support from the 
KAS Committee and The Web Master and 
The Web Master’s Assistant.  
The position will need to be taken up in late 
January 2020.
The person/persons who take up the posi-
tion will receive certain privileges 
If you are interested in the position, please 
ring me on 0419992971, I would be happy 
to answer any questions you many have.
Thank you for taking the time to read this 
message.
Liz Harriott
KAS President
Wallabadah Workshops 
Art Shack, Wallabadah
7/8/9 th Dec 2019
The workshops offer a mix of outdoor 
and studio painting, there have been rave 
reviews from tutors and students about the 
working farm, old sheds and cars and por-
traits, fantastic location and local town and 
countryside and the lovely people who run it.
Phone: 0427 462155
Maximum Students: 12
Open to artists with moderate to advanced 
skill levels
Cost:    $ 320       (2 days)
            $ 420        (3 days)
Accommodation and meals options:
Package 1: Breakfast, Lunch & dinner plus 
ensuite accommodation 
a) $ 95 single b) $105 double c) $125 queen 
extra: Cooked breakfast - $12.00.  
Morning and afternoon tea included.
Package 2: It is also possible to cook your 
own meals and accommodation is $55 to 
$85 per night depending on room size.  
Package 3: Camping is also an option $25 
per night for powered site.
Wallabadah is a town in the New England 
region of New South Wales, Australia. The 
town is located 55 kilometres south of Tam-
worth on the New England Highway and is 
in the Liverpool Plains Shire.
We will paint a mixture of Plein Air and 
studio subjects, when you book I will send a 



25-Oct-19 Grotto Point Lookout, Tabulam Rd, Balgowlah Hts        287   J16   197   J16
1-Nov-19 Crater Cove Lookout, Dobroyd Scenic Drive                  288   A15   197   L15
8-Nov-19 Edgecliffe Esplanade, Seaforth                                       287   A10   197   A10
15-Nov-19 Aquatic Park, Mary St, Longueville                               314   D11   215   D11
22-Nov-19 Manns Point Park, Prospect St, Greenwich                  315   A14   215   L14
29-Nov-19 Bayview Park, Pittwater Road, Mona Vale                   169    B13   117   G12
6-Dec-19 Bayview Park, Pittwater Road, Mona Vale                     169    B13   117   G12
13-Dec-19 Balls Head, Waverton                                                   315    E16   215   Q16
20-Dec-19 Balls Head, Waverton                                                   315    E16   215   Q16

Plein Air Painters of Australia
Founder:  Allan Waite FRAS AWI
Contacts:  Patrick Hamer 
  0400328483
  Jim Attrill 
  9918 8625
Group meets at these locations  
0930 till 1200 on Fridays weather permitting.  

Treasurer’s  
Report
Financial Statement
As of 30 September, 2019

    

Payments can be made to the Society 
at any time by post, direct deposit or 
online at website to:
Ku-ring-gai Art Society 
BSB: 633 000  
Account 156977167
Please also email Caroline advising of 
your remittance:  
aoesterh@bigpond.net.au 

ASSETS
Lighting and Equipment  

Term Deposits  

CASH ON HAND 
  Bendigo

Receipts and Expenses
Receipts 

Direct Expenses  
Gross Reciepts 

Expenses 
OperatingReciepts 

Interest Income 
Net Receipts

Newsletter items only send to:  
Lana-Leigh Lombard 
Next deadline is 7 November 2019 
Email: lana@lombard.id.au
All other queries about Ku-ring-gai Art 
Society, please direct to  
Jan Harrington-Johnson (Secretary) 
hidale@optusnet.com.au  
or 0400119211

$5,850 
$169,109
 
 
$10,061

$97,966 
($75,313) 
$22.653 
($19,795) 
$2,858 
$2,274 
$5,132

suggested materials list.  It will be a lot of 
fun with a huge variety of subject matter, 
old sheds, animals, vistas, the old town.
email Jacky: jacky@jackypearson.co.nz 
and more info on Jacky: 
www.jackypearson.co.nz
to book contact Tania and Roger:
taniarod@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0427 462155

City of Ryde Art Society Exhibition
North Ryde School of Arts Community 
Centre, 201 Coxs Road, North Ryde 2113

Email: membershipcras@gmail.com
Website: www.cityofrydeartsociety.com.
au



OUR KAS WORKSHOPS 2019
Check the KAS Website for booking and payment details www.ourkas.com.au

CASS REPORT
EXHIBITIONS
To celebrate CASS turning 
30 this year (founded in 
1989) a series of Exhibitions were held at
Gallery ONE88, Katoomba: ’Art in the 
Mountains’ from 13 Aug to 1 Sept 2019
4 Ku Ring Gai Art Society artists - Made-
leine Szymanski, Suzanne Lane, Jennifer 
O’Young and Dee Jackson – were in-
volved in this Exhibition
Jennifer O’Young sold one painting – with 
a total of 19 artworks were sold over the 
3 week period
https://www.galleryone88finearts.com/
about
The CASS Cottage  
The CASS Cottage is available at $250 
for two nights or $700 for a week as of 1 
July, which is very good value for 6 or 7 
people. More details can be obtained by 
visiting the CASS website.
October is Art Month 
CASS Art Direct Open Studios art trail 
is an opportunity to experience the 
inspired and unique work of local artists
Please visit the website to register your 
Art Studio & for dates/ locations of all 
participating artists:  
www.cassartdirect.com.au
30th CASS  
“Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition  
The 30th CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards 
Exhibition painting take-in is on Saturday 
11 Jan 2020. Judging will be Sunday 12 
Jan 2020
Exhibition Bump In is on Friday 24 
Jan, with Special Buyers Preview from 
4:00pm until 6:00pm on that day.
Exhibition opens Sat 25 Jan until 
Tuesday 28 Jan, 2020. Opening hours 
are 10:00am until 6:00pm.
The exhibition is open on Australia Day 
and the Australia Day Holiday.
The ‘CASS Honours…’ Award will 
continue in 2020 as part of the 30th 
CASS “Art of Sydney” Awards Exhibition.
In 2018 Robyne Berling was the 
inaugural ‘CASS Honours…’ Award 
nominee. 
In 2019 Jan Harrington-Johnson was 
nominated, as the Ku-ring-gai art Society 
Society’s choice.
More details can be obtained by visiting 
the CASS website:  
www.combinedartsocieties.com  
OR emailing 
combinedartsocieties@yahoo.com.au

Gwendoline Lewis 
Will be on the 9 November 2019

Bring your pastels along for this fabulous day with 
Gwendolin Lewis.
In this workshop, you will be shown how to paint big 
ships, coal tankers and tugboats in pastel and it is as 
exciting as it sounds .
Under painting techniques are the key so bring your 
sense of adventure and you will be shown on a full 
sheet of pastel paper, with big brushes and broad 
strokes of pastel how Gwendolin creates an expressive 
yet authentic Maritime painting.
Gwendolin Lewis has been painting continuously for the 
last 17 years, Maritime has been a major subject of her 
painting.
“My work ranges from soft impressionistic Pastels to 
larger works of spontaneous mark making in Oils. I am 
a Member of the Australian Pastel Society and exhibit-
ing member of the Australian Society of Maritime Artists.
Capturing the emotional essence of a subject is an im-
portant aspect of my work, and I find the love of shapes 
a place to begin a painting,using identifiable images 
,and impressionism bordering on abstraction of those 
shapes.
It may appear like second nature but it has been a long 
road of discovery and learning, to find my voice.
My influences stem from my early years of living on an 
isolated landscape with family to an art career in the 
Graphic Art industry in Melbourne where I learnt to paint 
and design according to the needs of the client. Hence 
my subject matter can be quite diverse which reflects 
that eclectic early training.
Studying Fine Art at Newcastle University in 2001 
broadened my techniques and knowledge.
The first 10 years of my life were in an isolated country 
landscape, but I have lived near the sea for the past 40 
years. So living in Newcastle has influenced my paint-
ing and inspired me to paint the coal ships and the ever 
changing scenes around Newcastle’s working harbor 
and windswept beaches. Both of these environments 
have had a strong influence on my painting subjects.
Exhibiting regularly, teaching classes and giving work-
shops to groups fills my desire to connect with other 
artists,and extend myself on a weekly basis.
My philosophy is to keep an open mind and devote my 
life to always learning something new.”
Gwendolin’s website is www.gwendolinpastel.net, Visit 
to see some of her beautiful work.

For any enquiries, feedback or suggestions 
for future tutors, call Anne Carpenter on 
0411 034 413
Location of all workshops: West Lindfield 
Community Hall, 40 Moore Avenue, West 
Lindfield.
Set up is from 9 o’clock. Workshops start 
promptly at 9:30am and conclude at 
3:30pm. Morning and afternoon tea are 
provided. Please bring your own lunch, or 
this can be bought at the local shops.

Bookings are essential and workshop must 
be paid for at time of booking. Participants 
are booked in order of payment. Class 
sizes are restricted to a maximum of 16.
There is no refund or credit for a 
cancellation.  If you are unable to attend 
please check with Anne if there is anyone 
on the waiting list, or arrange for a friend to 
attend on your behalf.
Ku-ring-gai  Art Society reserves the right 
to cancel any workshop if the minimum 

enrollment is not reached, or there are 
circumstances beyond their control. When 
such cases occur, a full refund will be 
made or a coupon will be issued to use for 
another workshop.
If you prefer to work on an easel, please 
bring your own as we only provide tables 
and chairs.
More information is provided on our 
website: www.ourkas.com.au

Workshop Details


